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WHAT WE BELIEVE  ð  The United Methodist Church  

THE PEOPLE CALLED METHODISTS 

The "people called Methodists" form a family of churches within the World Methodist 

Council... 

Å We claim and cherish our true place in the one holy, catholic and apostolic church. 

Å Our origins lie in the work of John and Charles Wesley in 18th century England which 

quickly spread to every comer of the world. 

Å The purpose of this work and ministry was, and is, to renew the Church and spread 

scriptural holiness which includes social righteousness throughout the whole earth, to 

the glory of the one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Å We confess that often we have failed to live up to this high calling, and we repent of 

the times when our witness has distorted the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Trusting in the 

grace of God, we engage ourselves anew in God's service. 

OUR BELIEFS 

We affirm a vision of the Christian faith, truly evangelical, catholic and reformed, rooted 

in grace and active in the world. 

Å Methodists affirm the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the primary 

rule of faith and practice and the center of theological reflection. 

Å Methodists profess the ancient ecumenical creeds, the Apostles' and Nicene Creed. 

Å Methodists seek to confess, to interpret and to live the apostolic faith, the faith once 

delivered to the saints. Methodists acknowledge that scriptural reflection is influenced 

by the processes of reason, tradition and experience, while aware that Scripture is the 

primary source and criteria of Christian doctrine. 

Å Methodists rejoice in the loving purpose of God in creation, redemption and 

consummation offered through grace to the whole world. 

Å Methodists believe in the centrality of grace; prevenient, justifying, and sanctifying. 

Å Methodists believe in the Lordship of Jesus Christ and the sufficiency of His atoning 

work for all humankind. Methodists believe that we "are the friends of all and the 

enemies of none."  
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OUR WORSHIP 

We worship and give allegiance to the Triune God. 

Å In worship, we respond in gratitude and praise for God's mighty acts in creation, in 

history, in our communities, and in our personal lives. 

Å In worship, we confess our sin against God and one another and receive God's 

gracious forgiveness. 

Å In prayer, we wait in God's presence, offer the searchings and longings of our own 

hearts, for ourselves and in intercession for others, and open ourselves to God's Spirit 

to comfort, lead, and guide. 

Å In the celebration of the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, we participate 

in the mystery of God's presence, redemption and reconciliation. 

Å In reading, proclaiming and receiving the Gospel, we affirm God's creating and saving 

power. 

Å From worship we go into the world to love and serve others and to be instruments of 

justice and peace in the establishment of God's reign on earth. 

Å The language and form of worship emerge from the community through obedience to 

Jesus Christ and the creative power of the Holy Spirit. 

Å We inherit the treasury of the Wesley's hymns, with a hymnody now enriched from 

many other sources. 

OUR WITNESS 

Å We proclaim Jesus Christ to the world through word, deed and sign. 

Å We seek the realization of God's will for the salvation of humankind. 

Å We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be signs of Christ's presence in our 

communities and in the world through our preaching, teaching, and in deeds of justice, 

peace, mercy, and healing as the outworking of faith. 

Å We witness to God's reign among us now, as proclaimed by Jesus, and look forward 

to the full realization of the coming Kingdom when every form of evil will be destroyed. 

Å We seek to understand and respond to the contexts and situations in which we live, so 

that our witness will have integrity.   
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OUR SERVICE 

We serve the world in the name of God, believing that our commitment comes to life in our 

actions, through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Å As followers of Jesus of Nazareth, who came to serve rather than be served, we go into 

the world as people of God in Christ Jesus, to serve people, regardless of their economic 

and social status, race, gender, age, physical and mental ability, sexuality, religion or 

cultural origin. 

Å Being "filled with the energy of love," we anchor our service and our life and work in love 

for our neighbors, including those we perceive as our enemies. 

Å Since all forms of Christian service are influenced by a given context of community and 

culture, we seek to express our love in appropriate ways. 

Å The life of holiness holds together conversion and justice, works of piety and works of 

mercy. 

Å Empowered by God, authentic Christian service is based on Scripture, tested in 

community, affirms life and seeks the shalom of God's reign. 

Å Recalling the story of the Samaritan (Luke 10:25), we express and claim compassion for 

all people and accept the call in Christ to "suffer with" the least of these in humility and love. 

OUR COMMON LIFE 

We share a commitment to Jesus Christ that manifests itself in a common heart and life, 

binding believers together in a common fellowship and anticipating solidarity within the 

human family. 

Å Having experienced the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a liberating power from all oppression, 

we stand in solidarity with all people who seek freedom, peace and justice. 

Å Knowing that the love we share in Christ is stronger than our conflicts, broader than our 

opinions, and deeper than the wounds we inflict on one another, we commit ourselves to 

participation in our congregations, denominations and the whole Christian family for the 

purpose of nurture, outreach and witness. 

Å Remembering our Gospel commitment to "love our neighbors," we will, through dialogue 

and partnerships for service to the world, endeavor to establish relationships with believers 

of other religious traditions. 

Adopted by the World Methodist Council 

Rio de Janeiro, August 13, 1996. 



 

PUMC  Annual Report  2016          8 

REAFFIRMING OUR WESLEYAN CONVENANT 

 

  



 

PUMC  Annual Report  2016          9 

PRAYER 

Building up the Power House   

Look to the Lord and His strength;  

Seek His face always.  

Psalm 105:4 (NIV)  
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PASTORõS REPORT 

Dear Friends and Family;  

The oft quoted verse of Jeremiah 29:11 reads,  

ñFor I am mindful of the plans I have made concerning you ï declares the 

Lord ï plans for your welfare, not for disaster, to give you a hopeful futureò 

JPS Tanakh 1917  

It is a verse used as a source of strength and courage when we are going 

through uncertain times and difficulties, or when our life  paths are suddenly 

blocked and we have no choice but to take ñthe road less travelled by.ò  

It can also be that same source of strength and courage when you find 

yourself riding in a car with a new driver, specifically a new driver that has 

never before d riven a car with a standard transmission: The grinding 

between gears that set your teeth on edge (Father Above, my welfare is not 

looking too good.  Does he even know where the clutch is?!); the jerky 

starts (Heaven grant me patience, PahLeeze!); the slow backward de scent 

on inclines (Good Lord, Show mercy on those behind us!); the careening 

stops at the stop lights (Sweet Jesus give me strength!  Use the brake man, 

the brake!  Not the clutch!). And, AND!!! All those embarrassing  peel -outs 

in front of a po lice officer, (Oh Lord, You gotta deliver us from this one!). Yet 

somehow, by some miraculous way, the newbie driver does learn to drive a 

standard. (I heard that, ñThanks be to God!ò) 

Is this not a humorous, yet accurate portrayal of our congregation the se 

past few months as you have been dealing with the transition of a new 

pastor, me,  who is learning to drive this vehicle cal led PUMC?  The white 

knuckles, teeth on edge, lump in the throat, frustration, anxiety, roll of the 

eyes -  the prayers!  But God has indeed  been faithful!  We have not known 

disaster.  Our welfare is not only intact, but is showing the stirrings of great 

spiritual renewal and growth!  The future that God has for us is not doubtful, 

fearful, or sorrowful, but hopeful.  Hopeful!   And 

together, hand in hand, we will get there (Whoops!  I 

forgot!  Keep your hands on the steering wheel, pastor!).  

In His Love;  

Pastor Lena   
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LAY LEADERõS REPORT 

The lay membership at  the United Methodist  Church (UMC) of  Peterborough 

is deeply involved in the life  of  this church. Members are inspired to 

participate in the body of Christ and the outreach activities of the  church. 

While this year we experienced new challenges, with the change of pastoral 

leader ship, we now  know that Pastor Lena Mark has brought talents and 

graces of enthusiasm and strength of purpose to our  worship services. She 

reflects the Holy Spirit and  God's l ove for all in her messages every week.  

This year we hired a part - time secretary t o assist the pastor in the 

preparation of worship materials and  improved communication throughout 

the church family. Melissa French has increased the frequency of  our 

newsletter and significantly improved the church website. The church hired a 

nursery atte ndant Ms . Brianne Yazzie, to care for our youngest family 

members during church services, so parents of infants and  toddlers could 

participate in services without concern. The trustees continue to provide a 

sextant for  maintaining the church during the yea r. Mr. Andy Dunbar is 

providing wonderful  ser vice to our church.  

 

We continued to offer Sunday school during worship services so the young 

will receive a message of  God's love for them in an appropriate context and 

setting from Mrs. Susan Lindquist  and Mrs. Laura Nerz.  We expa nded the 

Vacation Bible School ( VBS) outreach within the community and collaborated 

with t wo other churches to enhance our offerings and programs. As a result, 

Peterborough UMC supported over 25  VBS participants.  

The Worship Com mittee and choir have performed superbly this year 

preparing for weekly services. Mrs . Wendy Dunning, the choir director, 
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brings ou t the best in each choir member.  Halfway through the year,  our 

organist, Mr. David LaDeau, resigned to accept a position with  another 

church. David not only  contributed with outstanding music  but  also lead the 

Worship committee that prepared the Sanctuary for  Sunday  services. The 

church was fortunate to hire a new organist from our community, Mr. 

Eugene  Brochu, who is adj usting  to our Protestant selections but doing  a 

wonderful  job of  supporting church  services . 

Small groups have formed in different  ways to improve their growth in 

Christ. Two groups committed  themselves on a seven -week program to 

study  John Wesley's devotional pr ocesses. Other groups have  undertaken 

religious studies of  books. The Prayer Shawl group continues to provide 

beautiful hand  knitted shawls to those in our area who are suffering  and in 

pain and allows members to consolidate their  talents in fellowship and  

prayer outreach for a greater purpose of  effort. The P rayer Partners group  

continues to support  their efforts to share prayers with members and church 

attendees. This effort  builds  binding relationships within the body of  the 

church and shows love and res pect we share with our  neighbors. It helps to 

re -emphasize the idea that our church is not a Sunday event but a daily part 

of  all  our lives with an ongoing need to support  each other as a church 

family.  

 

This year the Missions Committee provided outreach to our neighbors 

through participating in  community  fairs with displays and information about 

the church and our programs. The committee also  supported several 

remarkable programs, i.e., the Peterborough food bank, the New Life Home, 

the UMC  I magi ne No M alaria, UMCOR disaster relief, and Heifer International 


































































