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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:   

Fri 1 & 2 Habitat Service Project 8 am 
Sun 3 Worship service w/ Pastor Lena 10 
Thu 7 HymnSing at Rivermead 11 

Thu 7 VBS Kickoff 6:30  
11-15 Summer Spirit Camp 9-2 

Fri 15 VBS Wrap Up Fun Night 5 
 

 
Sat 16 Church Yard Sale 9-1 

Tue 26 Prayer Shawl Ministry 1 

August 
Wed 17 Book Group 7 

Tue 23 Prayer Shawl Ministry

 

SUMMER BREAK 

Adult Bible Study will resume in fall 

Book Group will resume in August 
Men's Group will resume in September 

Open Mic will resume in September 

Sunday School will resume Sep 11 

Choir will resume in fall on Homecoming 
weekend 

 

BEYOND THE GREEN DOORS 

Church leaders should not be the only ones contributing to the newsletter! Send me your 
birthdays, photos, events, testimonials, gratitude wall submissions…  

Please submit all materials for the next newsletter (September) to our editors by the last 

Wednesday of the month, August 31. This is the newsletter that will be released on Sunday 
September 3 and cover until Sunday October 2. Send to Melissa French at 924-6960 or email 

info@PeterboroughUMC.org, with the subject "Newsletter submission." Thanks! 

PETERBOROUGH UMC COMMUNICATIONS  
 

In addition to “Beyond the Green Doors,” Peterborough UMC offers the following ways you can 
keep in touch. 
We are at the church, silly. Come visit us, Sunday at 10 am! 

We are on the web: http://www.PeterboroughUMC.org 
We are on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/peterboroughunitedmethodist/ 

 



SAD FOOD BANK BASKET 
 

"If you can't feed a hundred people, then 

just feed one." Mother Teresa 

 

 
 

Don’t let the food pantry basket get sad!  

Bring in a canned good or some extra garden 
bounty on Sunday! 

 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

The prayer shawl group meets at the church 

the fourth Tuesday of the month.  We knit or 
crochet from 1:00- approximately 2:00. All are 
welcome! 

  

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONALS 
 
Beginning with the September/October issue, you will notice a size 

increase in the Upper Room devotionals!  This larger format will be 
large in physical size and font size.  We hope this larger print will be 

more accessible and enable more of you to enjoy them.  If you would 

like to read the Upper Room, please take one!   
 

The Upper Room is provided to the church by the United Methodist 
Women’s group.  If you would like to make a donation toward the cost, 

please feel welcome to do so by giving your contribution to Karen 
Keenan (treasurer of the UMW), Susan Lindquist (secretary of the 

UMW) or Carol Owen (president of the UMW). 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Ron LaRoche, 7 years 
Charlie and Tammy Munroe, 16 years 

 

CHURCH FAMILY BIRTHDAYS 
 

If you want a song, show up on the Friend 
Day (3rd Sun) of your birth month! Have a 
birthday upcoming, or an anniversary or 

other event to lift up? Submit your birth 
month or event date and you will be added 

to the list. 

 

*Regis baby watch is STILL on! 
 
Richard C Clason Jul 

Linda French Jul 15 
Steve Griggs Jul 12 

Bronwin Southwick Jul 6 
 
Amy Clason-Gilmet Aug 

Ella French Aug 31 
Karen Keenan Aug 6 

Linda Wallenstein Aug 3 
 
Mary Bee Johnson Sep 1



PUMC TRUSTEES 
 

Within weeks of this newsletter a couple more big items will have been completed on the 

church’s property.  
 

First, the asbestos wraps on the pipes in the basement of the Wesley House will have been 

removed by EnviroVantage, a fully licensed asbestos abatement company from Epping NH. This 
has been a while in the planning and special appreciation needs to go to Wendy Dunning for her 
efforts in quoting and coordination of the project from the beginning to the end. 
 

Second, the exterior trim painting on the church has been contracted and work will begin the 

last couple weeks of July. This will include painting the gable, roof and window trims, railings, 
and repainting the green doors and shutters on the front of the church to their traditional and 
proper historic green. This likely will coincide with the Vacation Bible School week which the 

painter is aware of the need for entry access and safety of all involved. 
 

In addition to these projects we accomplished the following: 

 the ceiling in the kitchen of the Wesley House was replaced from the ice damage the 
winter before  

 all outlets in the church fellowship hall, kitchen and meeting rooms have been labeled with 
the corresponding circuit numbers  

 safety locks have been masterfully crafted by our own Steve Griggs and installed on the 
lower sashes of the balcony windows 

 blinds for the balcony windows were donated and installed by Steve Gatcombe  

 a new baby gate was donated and installed by Mark Welty to replace the damaged one 
going up to the balcony 

 our annual fire extinguisher test was completed with coordination by Pat Woodward  
 evacuation maps were created and installed at all exits 
 a successful Spring Clean Up Work Day was completed with noticeable results thanks to 

20 participants including the Men’s Breakfast group! 
 

We are also in the middle of several research projects to determine pricing and/or feasibility, 

etc: 
 changing of our locks to regain control of our key inventory and who has access to the 

church 
 a keyless entry system for the side door of the church to hopefully also reduce the 

instances of the doors being left unlocked 

 fuel oil budget planning for the upcoming heating season 
 the possibility of installing solar panels on the roof to reduce 

our electric bill and/or bring in income 
 the repercussions of the Episcopal Church’s purchase of the 

River Center property which has served as our overflow parking 

for many years 
 

If you see anything that needs addressing please contact one of the 
members of the trustees. There is a contact sheet on the Trustee’s 
bulletin board. For emergencies please contact Steve Griggs, Pat 

Woodward, or Wendy Dunning first as the members closest in 
proximity to the church and generally available during the workweek. 
 

Thank you. 
 

Matt Keenan 

Chair - Board of Trustees 



 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
 

Matt Keenan has been working on a service project for Monadnock Habitat for Humanity.  
You are invited to join him in Keene to help build a handicapped accessible ramp at 19 

Newman Street, Keene (near Wheelock Park). 
 

Currently scheduled dates: 
Friday July 1st 8am  

Saturday July 2nd 8am 

 
Men and women are welcome and encouraged to participate! Unfortunately due to 

liability reasons children under 16 are not allowed. 
Please call Matt Keenan if you would like to participate. 
 

IT’S YARD SALE TIME!  
 

SATURDAY JULY 16 th 9am-1pm 

Bag Sale at 12:30pm 
 

Clean out your closets, attics and basements! Ask your family, friends and neighbors for 

donations. Please make sure your items are clean and ready for sale.  
 

Needed: Knick-knacks, collectables, antiques, glassware, dishes, kitchen wares, linens, jewelry, 

books and toys.  
 

NO CLOTHING OR ELECTRONICS (computers and 
computer accessories) OR LARGE FURNITURE 
 

Items do NOT need to be priced with the exception of 
expensive or valuable goods. 
 

PLEASE keep in mind that "One person's trash is 
another person's treasure" but sometimes it really is 

trash!!! 
 

The church will be open for drop off: 

THURSDAY JULY 14 th 4pm-6pm 
FRIDAY JULY 15 th 9am-12pm 
 

No items should be left before Thursday due to 
Vacation Bible School. 
 

HELP NEEDED! 
 

Set up will be Thursday (July 14 th ) 4PM-6PM and Friday afternoon (July 15 th ) from 12noon 

until done. 
 

Please plan to help with the preparation and/or on Saturday. 
 
A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board next to the kitchen. 

Questions: Contact Karen Keenan or Sue Norton Poplin 



 

 
 

BIBLE STUDY  
 
Men's Bible Study 

Women's Bible Study 
Both meeting Wednesdays 6:30 at the church 

 
 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

 
Methodism was founded on the concept of Lay 
Ministry .  

Consider volunteering your talents to 
strengthen our ministries. 

  

Offering counters  

Worship Helpers 

Coffee Hour 

Good Times at Open Mic Resume in the Fall 

The final Open Mic session of the season was held on June 17.  Good 
music, good times.  See you all in the fall! 

 

 

       

 



PUMC Book Group 

Meeting August 17th - 7PM - The PUMC Book Group is taking a tome to the beach for summer 
reading and will meet in August to discuss. The book group meets in the fellowship room at the 
church. Light snacks and beverage will be served. Discussions usually last about an hour and a 

half. Group members are encouraged to bring a suggestion for the following month's read. 

The read for August's discussion is The Story of Edgar Sawtelle by David Wroblewski. What a 
story! Copies of the book are easily borrowed from local libraries or downloaded on-line. You can 

also get the book for a song at alibris.com. All are welcome to join the book group! So dig your 
toes in the sand and get reading! See you in August! 

From Amazon's blurb on The Story of Edgar Sawtelle... "The extraordinary 

debut novel that became a modern classic... Born mute, speaking only in 
sign, Edgar Sawtelle leads an idyllic life with his parents on their farm in 
remote northern Wisconsin. For generations, the Sawtelles have raised 

and trained a breed of dog whose remarkable gift for companionship is 
epitomized by Almondine, Edgar's lifelong friend and ally. Edgar seems 

poised to carry on his family's traditions, but when catastrophe strikes, he 
finds his once-peaceful home engulfed in turmoil. Forced to flee into the 
vast wilderness lying beyond the Sawtelle farm, Edgar comes of age in 

the wild, fighting for his survival and that of the three yearling dogs who 
accompany him, until the day he is forced to choose between leaving 

forever or returning home to confront the mysteries he has left unsolved." 

Sunday School Goes On Vacation! 

Sunday school classes will not meet during the months of July and August. Instead, children are 

welcome in Sunday services. The nursery program, however, will remain intact for our littlest 
ones to have play time with our nursery attendant, Brianne Yazzi.  

The Sunday school children will be invited to participate in two outside fellowship activities 

during the summer... a bake sale in the community to raise funds for Arun's orphanage birthday 
and Christmas fund and a popcorn and movie outing to the local theater that will depend on the 
blockbuster schedule that's appropriate for the ages... if parents have an idea on a good movie 

for all the ages, contact Susan or Laura!  

Sunday school will start up on Sunday, September 11th. That will allow folks to get their children 
into the school year and have Labor Day weekend for special family plans. Enjoy the summer!  

 



SOW A ROW Challenge Harvest Collection Information 

Our gardens are beginning to produce! How about yours ??? If you've decided to participate in 
this summer's SOW A ROW challenge and donate some of your harvest to local needy, here's 

what you need to know! There is a ‘harvest basket on the table at the side of the fellowship 
room every Sunday through Columbus Day. If you want to donate produce from your garden, 

prepare it as you would for storing (in your fridge or on the pantry cold shelf). You can either 
take it to the Peterborough Food Pantry yourself, or harvest on Saturday, bag it, bring it to 
church on Sunday, and leave it in the harvest basket. A SOW A ROW volunteer will refrigerate it 

or store it appropriately overnight and deliver it on Monday morning to the Peterborough Food 
Pantry. 

FYI - Peterborough Food Pantry Hours: M-F 9 AM - 12 PM 

Director : Chris Mann 
Phone Number : 924-3088 
Address: 25 Elm St. - entrance is at the front of the building across the 

street from The Auto Place. 

Hurray for sharing the bounty !!!! 

July - Congregational GAS FAST Challenge 

Here comes another way to support and further the educational aspects of our Mustard Seed sprouts 
and scouts! This time we're considering transportation resources. Just how do people the world over 
get around? What would the world look like and be like with fewer cars and other forms of getting 

around? Every culture is NOT as dependent on their cars as we are here in the United 
States. Let's explore alternative ways to get around. Your challenge is to choose a day 
to plan alternative ways to get the things done in your routine without the use of your 

car. Maybe you'll walk to the post office and market. Maybe you'll use a bicycle to get to the train 
station or bus stop and then go further to work or a museum or the next town over to visit friends. 
Maybe you'll ask for a ride like so many folks do who have no vehicle. The challenge is to have a GAS 

FAST for a day... and then bring your experience to church fellowship for sharing. This can be work 
or it can be a fun challenge... or little bit of both! Good luck! car 

August - Congregational TECHNOLOGY BREAK Challenge 

We are incredibly lucky in our country to have a power grid that is efficient, public water systems, 
and gas and fuel lines that come to our homes. Of course with those systems in play, we have 
acquired massive numbers of gadgets, appliances, and comforts that make our lives so much easier! 

Isn't technology a wonderful thing? Not every country world-wide is as developed as ours though.  

Millions live without these benefits. This month's challenge let's us explore what it's like to be 
without... 
What does a day without technology look like?  

No computers, no cell phones, no television, no modern cooking appliances, no 
washing machines/dryers.  
How would you structure your day, get your food and water needs met, arrange for 

entertainment, get around in your world?  
Try it! 
See what it's like!  

Share experiences with each other at one of the church services in August.  



Hundred Nights Tailgate Supper 

July 23rd - Keene United Church of Christ - It'll be time to cook up a summertime meal for our 

friends at the Hundred Nights Tailgate Suppers. July's supper will be themed on a summertime 
BBQ - cold pasta salads, fresh vegetable salads, watermelon slices, iced teas. The Community 

Kitchen in Keene has graciously stepped up to provide main meat entrees, which is a real help, 
since there are so many folks taking advantage of the meals these days!  

Look for the sign-up sheet on the events bulletin board as the July date approaches and thanks 
for your help on this important gift of nurturing and service for folks in need!  

         

 



 

Introduction to Pastor Lena Mark 
The words of a popular T-Shirt for pastors reads as such, "I belong to 

a rare breed of pastors who still Preach from the Bible, Care for their 
Congregation, Pray for the Sick and the Needy, and Desire to Reach 
the Lost and Broken of this world."  

 
According to those who know her, this is an accurate description of 
Pastor Lena. She brings a fire and a passion for both pastoral ministry 

as well as social justice.  
 
Currently she in one of the On Call Chaplains at Cheshire Medical 

Center in Keene and she sits on the Board of Directors at the Hundred 
Nights Cold Weather and Homeless Shelter 
in Keene as well as many of its 

subcommittees.  
 
Her well known passion for street ministry 

and for being a visible and vocal Advocate for the homeless, 
marginalized, mentally ill, and society’s invisible has been recognized by 
NH State Senator Molly Kelly.  

 
The underlying force that motivates Pastor Lena in all her endeavors is 
her unshakable love of the Lord and her desire that all should meet and 

come to know him. She is looking forward to walking alongside all of you 
in this spiritual journey! 
 

This newsletter was compiled by Melissa French. Any concerns with content can be 
addressed with Pastor Lena at pastorlena@peterborougumc.org, or in person. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
   43 Concord Street (Rt. 202) 

   Peterborough, NH 03458 
 

Address service requested 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  


