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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:   

Wed 1 Missions Meeting 6 
Thu 2 HymnSing at Rivermead 11 
Thu 2 VBS Planning 5 

Fri 3 Monadnock Interfaith Project 8:30 
Sat 4 Hillsboro Open Mic 7 
Sun 5 Safe Sanctuaries Training 11:45 

Tue 7 UMW Salad Supper 7 
Sat 11 Journey of the Universe screening  

 
Sun 12 Pastor Lourey's final service 

Fri 17 Open Mic 7 
Sat 25 Men's Group Breakfast  
Mon 27 Summer Newsletter submissions 

Tue 28 Prayer Shawl Ministry 1 pm 
 

Thu Jul 7 VBS Kickoff 
Sat Jul 16 Church Yard Sale 

 

SUMMER BREAK 

We will have one newsletter to cover the summer months of July and August. Please submit 

any summer breaks in programming so we can correct our calendars. 

 

BEYOND THE GREEN DOORS 

Church leaders should not be the only ones contributing to the newsletter! Send me your 
birthdays, photos, events, testimonials, gratitude wall submissions…  

Please submit all materials for the next newsletter (Summer - July/August) to our editors by 

the last Wednesday of the month, June 29. This is the newsletter that will be released on 
Sunday July 1 and cover until Sunday September 4. Send to Melissa French at 924-6960 or 

email info@PeterboroughUMC.org, with the subject "Newsletter submission." Thanks! 

PETERBOROUGH UMC COMMUNICATIONS  
 

In addition to “Beyond the Green Doors,” Peterborough UMC offers the following ways you can 
keep in touch. 
We are at the church, silly. Come visit us, Sunday at 10 am! 

We are on the web: http://www.PeterboroughUMC.org 
We are on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/peterboroughunitedmethodist/ 

 



 

 
FAREWELL COFFEE HOUR 

 
Pastor Lourey’s final Sunday sermon will be 
June 12. Please join us for a special coffee hour 

following the service. 
 

Jeremiah 3:15 “And I will give you 
shepherds after my own heart, who 

will feed you with knowledge and 
understanding.” 

 

 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

 
The prayer shawl group meets at the church 

the fourth Tuesday of the month.  We knit or 
crochet from 1:00- approximately 2:00. All are 
welcome! 

 

 
UMW SALAD SUPPER 

 
The United Methodist Women will meet 

Tuesday, June 7th, at 7 pm for their annual 
Salad Supper meeting. 

 

 
OPEN MIC 

 
Open Mic is held the third Friday of each 

month, doors open at 6:30. Join us for this 
final open mic before we take a summer break, 

resuming in September. 

 
 

 

CHURCH FAMILY BIRTHDAYS 
 

If you want a song, show up on the Friend 
Day (3rd Sun) of your birth month! Have a 

birthday upcoming, or an anniversary or 
other event to lift up? Submit your birth 
month or event date and you will be added 

to the list. 
 

Jeanette Regis Jun 21 (baby watch is on!) 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARIES 
 

John and Violet Banks, 42 years 
Sandra Banks Proulx, 42 years 

Gladys Bugler, 2 years 
Karen Dreyer Ravndal, 25 years 
Courtney  Dunning, 19 years 

Ed and Gail Hernandez, 2 years 
Nathan Luscombe, 19 years 

Michael Robidoux, 2 years 
 

 
 



SOW A ROW CHALLENGE 

Dedicate a bit of your home grown garden produce for the needy this summer. "Sow A Row" 
challenge will run through the summer and fall harvest.  A pledge poster is in the fellowship 
hall. Sign on, if your family would like to participate. Include contact info so pantry drop-off 

days can be communicated.  

 

VBS VOLUNTEERS 

Once again, Summer VBS/Spirit Camp needs volunteers for cooking, driving, crafting, and 

shepherding groups of young ones! Please consider being a part of this year's Mustard Seed 
Spirit Camp! Sign-up sheet will be coming at the beginning of June! Spirit Camp runs from July 
11th through the 15th this summer. Check your calendar! Thanks and blessings! 

 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Methodism was founded on the concept of Lay Ministry so consider volunteering your talents 
to strengthen our ministries. 

Offering counters  Worship Helpers Coffee Hour



A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP DEVADHAR  

May 24, 2016 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

It is with deep appreciation for his ministry and gifts, and a reliance on the 

calling of the Holy Spirit, that I bring you news that the Rev. Dr. David Abbott 
will be leaving his role as Superintendent of the New Hampshire District and 
Dean of the Cabinet to pursue a new ministry at the United Methodist Foundation 
of New England. 

While I was in Portland for General Conference, Rev. Jim Mentzer, President of the Foundation, called me to seek 
permission to offer David the full-time position of Director of Stewardship. David subsequently requested an 
appointment to Extension Ministry, effective July 1, 2016. 

The New England Annual Conference Cabinet and District Superintendency Committee received the news Monday. In 
accordance with the 2012 Book of Discipline, Paragraph 344 (3), all parties were consulted before finalizing the 
appointment. 

The New England Conference has a strong relationship with the Foundation as a partner in ministry to strengthen 
the stewardship of our member congregations. I appreciate their commitment to the mission of the Conference to 
equip, connect, and support its ministries. 

David, as Dean of the Cabinet, has provided great leadership at the Cabinet table. As District Superintendent, he has 
increased the missional participation of the district and challenged both clergy and laity to look at ministry in new 

ways. We will miss him on our leadership team, but trust that in his new role with our partners at the Foundation, 
David will continue to use his gifts and strengths to build up The United Methodist Church throughout New England. 

I am in prayerful consideration and will continue in consultation with the appropriate constituents to appoint an 

interim superintendent to the New Hampshire District for the next year. I will announce the appointment prior to the 
Annual Conference session in June. 

Kindly keep David and his family, the Cabinet, as well as the New Hampshire District pastors and congregations in 
your prayers.  

In Christ's love,  
Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

GENERAL CONFERENCE WRAP UP 
 

 Sexuality debate put on hold 

 $604 million general church budget 
passed 

 Mascots that demean Native Americans 
opposed 

 Mandatory clergy penalties ruled 

unconstitutional 

 Church ends membership in reproductive 
health coalition 

 New relationships with Moravian Church, 
Swedish church 

 Guaranteed appointment survives 

 Tenure limits for bishops fails 

 More bishops for Africa, but not right 
away 

 New hymnal project approved 

 Sand Creek Massacre remembered 

 Demonstrations on Black Lives Matter, 

 LGBTQ inclusion, Immigration and a 

climate vigil 

 29 new missionaries commissioned 

 26 Deaconesses, home missioners 

consecrated 



 

Letter from The United Methodist  

Council of Bishops  

"To the people of The United Methodist Church: 

The Council of Bishops brings you greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who has called us 

to be servant leaders of the church. In 1812, Bishop Francis Asbury, Bishop William McKendree and General 

Conference Secretary Daniel Hitt sent the first letter to churches following General Conference. This letter 
seeks to revive that tradition. Many bishops will also be communicating individually with their own areas. 

Hundreds of lay and clergy delegates from around the world gathered in Portland, Oregon, along with bishops 

and pastors, church members and staff, volunteers and visitors, to engage in Christian conferencing, to make 

decisions for our church’s future, to affirm our global connection, to worship and to celebrate God’s 
faithfulness. 

We celebrated the success of our Imagine No Malaria initiative, which seeks to raise $75 million in the fight 

against malaria, a disease that takes the life of a child in Africa every two minutes. We celebrated our 

ecumenical partnerships as we move in to full Communion with the Uniting Church in Sweden and toward full 

Communion with the Moravian church. We celebrated our heritage: the 250th anniversary of our oldest 

church, John Street United Methodist Church, the 200th anniversary of the African Methodist Episcopal 

Church, the 150th anniversary of United Methodist Women, the 25th anniversary of Africa University and 
others. 

We continued in our acts of repentance with a presentation from the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes about the 

Methodist involvement in the 1864 Sand Creek massacre. We shared in the consecration of deaconesses and 

home missioners and the commissioning of missionaries. We moved toward a global Book of Discipline and 

global Social Principles. We voted to add five new bishops in Africa after 2020, and approved a church wide 
study on our ecclesiology. 

The Episcopal address set the tone for the event, focusing on humility and lifting up our accomplishments. We 

heard from our laity an invitation to members to be more involved in making disciples and getting involved in 

ministries to bring the love of Christ to others. We heard our young people say they "are engaged in Christ’s 

journey with energy and love." We also heard them say clearly that they do not want a divided church and 

urged us to "be in unity even if we do not have unanimity." They give us hope for our future. 

The body had difficult and challenging work before it as we acknowledged our differences over human 

sexuality. Amidst those differences, the delegates affirmed they want their bishops to lead and we found 

ourselves with an opportunity for a holy moment. We spoke candidly about what divides us and what our 

church might look like in the future if we dared to consider new possibilities. We offered a way forward, 

postponing decisions about sexuality matters and committing to having a different kind of global conversation 

that allows all voices to be heard. 

Our differences do not keep us from being the body of Christ. They do not keep us from doing good in the 

world. They do not keep us from making a difference – and so we set forth bold new goals: to make a million 

new disciples of Jesus Christ; to engage 3 million new people to make a difference in the world; to transform 

400 communities for vital abundant living; to reach a million children with lifesaving health interventions; and 
to double the number of vital congregations. 

Most importantly, we affirmed our commitment to stay united. We proved that we are more than debates and 

divisions, more than rules and resolutions. We stood together as the body of Christ. As we reflect on our time 

in Portland, our prayer is for unity in the church for the advancement of our mission of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

As John Wesley reminded us, "Best of all, God is with us." 

 



 
 

  

 
 

  



 

 

  

  

 



  

 

 

  



 

 
  

 
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
   

  
 
This newsletter was compiled by Melissa French. Any concerns with content can be addressed with Pastor Lourey at 
loureym@gmail.com, or in person. 



Am I excited for my next church? 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

     Many of you have lovingly asked me about my feelings during this time of transition, and my answers have been all over 

the map! Our ministry together has been such that I am mostly feeling very thoughtful. When God called me to this church, it 

was an answer to a big question--"Was I right, God, in thinking you were calling me to be a Pastor?" I had experienced a few 

setbacks and challenges on my journey through seminary and the candidacy process. I was stuck, and I spent nearly a year in 

the wilderness, thinking no church or conference had a place for me. Then I met you, as a stranger with no history here, and 

in realizing who you are I came out of the wilderness and entered homeland. 

     I have been in the formal process of becoming an ordained pastor since 2006. This process was on hold during my 

wilderness time, and my experience in this congregation and district has been so fulfilling that I thought I would leave it on 

hold indefinitely. But these words from the Discipline challenged that thinking: Ordination to this ministry is a gift from God 

to the church... The covenant of ordained ministry is a lifetime commitment, and those who enter into it dedicate their whole 

lives to the personal and spiritual disciplines it requires. You have given me so many gifts, and it helps me to think that if my 

journey culminates in ordination, it will be a thank-you gift back to you. In ministry with you I have already been striving to 

dedicate my whole life to my commitment to serve God and the disciplines that requires, which is why, when God called me 

to another congregation, I knew I needed to follow.  

     I have been so blessed by this congregation's history, faith, and vitality. I am passing each of these days thinking of each 

of you, how we met, what we've done, and my hopes for where you are headed. You will always represent to me the 

renewal of my call, my homeland.  Thank you. 

 

Pastor Lourey Savick 
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