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STRAIGHT TALK WITH PASTOR LENA

“Mary did you know that your baby boy will one day walk on water? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? 

This child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you?”* 

Oh, the beauty of these questions! Not intended to reveal Mary’s ignorance or naiveté, 

the lyrics of the song “Mary, Did You Know” offer a powerful visual of discipleship. 

According to Luke 1: 32, the Angel Gabriel gave Mary only a snip-it of who Jesus to be: 
“He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his ancestor David (NRSV).” What Gabriel did not give Mary 

were the details of the journey. He did not tell her of the pain, sorrow, exclusion, 
prejudice, hatred or tragic death her son was to endure during his life journey. On the 

other hand, Gabriel also did not speak of the power, the wisdom, the authority or the 
miracles for which her son would become famous. Mary was given the hope and the 

promise without the details. And yet, she agreed to follow God’s will. 

What if we too, agreed to simply follow? No questioning of the details. No requesting 
time to read the fine print. No searching for loop holes when things got too hot, too 

painful, or too unbearable. Isn’t that what the foundation of discipleship really is, to 
follow: to be used wherever, whenever, however, in whatever capacity and to 

whomever God deems best - to be like Mary who submitted to and followed God’s 

divine will while knowing only the hope and the promise? 

The beauty of the questions is that they reveal Mary’s total faith, trust and absolute 
belief that whatsoever God had promised, that He would do. Do we have that kind of 

faith? Do we have that kind of trust? God is holding out to each one of us a hope and a 
promise. Will we too, simply follow? 

Remain Blessed; 
Pastor Lena 

*Written by Lamont Savory, Buddy Greene, Mark Lowry, Courick Clarke, William Barclay, Wayne Buchanan • Copyright © 
Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, Warner/Chappell Music, Inc, Universal Music Publishing Group   



MARK YOUR CALENDARS:   

 

Wed Nov 30 PUMC Book Group 7p 

Thu 1 HymnSing at Rivermead 11a 

Tue 6 UMW Meeting @Dr Phyll’s 7p 
Sun 11 Carol Sing & Potluck 10 a 

Tue 13 Ad Council 6:30p 
Sun 18 Christmas Service 10a 

Wed 21 Candlelight Vigil with MATS 5p 
Sat 24 Christmas Eve Service 7p 

 

Tue 27 Prayer Shawl Ministry 1p 
Wed 28 Newsletter due  

Sat 31 Men’s Breakfast 7:30a 

Weekly 

Sun Worship Service 10a 

Sun Adult Bible Class 11:15a 
Wed Open Sanctuary 10-1 

Thu Choir Rehearsal 6:30p

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday and Tuesday are Pastor Lena's days off, unless it is an emergency she will not 

respond to emails until Wednesday. 
Wednesday 10-1 are Pastor Lena's office hours. You may call or email to schedule an 

appointment. 

 
If you need access to the building, Melissa is in the office Thursdays 9-10. 
 

CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 
  

Birthdays: 
Susan Miller-Lindquist Dec 10 

Lena Mark Dec 11 

     

 

 

Membership Anniversaries: 

Bruce and Deb Batten, 1 year 

Richard Clason, 1 year 

Richard Clason II, 1 year 

Amy Clason-Gilmet, 1 year 

Ron and Priscilla Crowe, 54 years 

Kristel Gatcombe, 1 year 

Ann Hampson, 55 years 

Ernie and Gail Hoffman, 9 years 

Robert Johnson, 17 years 

David Ladeau, 3 years 

Hiel and Susan Lindquist, 1 year 

Sue Norton, 3 years 

Carol Owen, 26 years 

Hether Shulman, 11 years 

Andrew and Linda Wallenstein, 2 years

  



WHAT DO THE CANDLES IN OUR ADVENT WREATH MEAN 
from UMC.org 

 
The Advent wreath, four candles on a wreath of evergreen, is shaped in a perfect circle to 

symbolize the eternity of God. In some churches, four purple candles, one for each week in 
Advent, are used with one larger white candle in the middle as the Christ candle. Other churches 

prefer three purple or blue candles with one candle being rose or pink, to represent joy. 
 
While the Advent wreath with its four candles did bring light to churches, it was not to illuminate 

the interior as much as to symbolize the coming of Christ. The Advent wreath began in the time 
of the Protestant reformer Martin Luther. 

 
During each Sunday of the Advent season, we focus on one of the four virtues Jesus brings us: 
Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. Others consider the lighting of the first candle to symbolize 

expectation, while the second symbolizes hope, the third joy and the fourth purity. The Christ 
candle is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day reminding Christians that Jesus is the light of the 

world. The order and exact wording vary among churches, but the wreath continually reminds us 
of whom we are called to be as followers of Jesus. 
 

 
 

ADVENT DEVOTION 
by the Rev. Jerry Chism from UMC.org 
 

Oh Immanuel, God with us, truly in this Advent season we celebrate that you are not hidden in 
some faraway cloud, but you chose to be with us in the blur and mystery of our lives. 

 
In the midst of lists and rush, you are with us as a song that echoes in our minds, as the light of 
a candle, as a card from a friend. They are signs of your presence. 

 
We turn to you this season and pray that you would birth joy and healing, blessing and hope in 

us. 
Let something wonderful begin in us — something surprising and holy. 
 

May your hand be upon us. Let your love fill us. Let your joy overwhelm us. 
Let our longing for you be met on a coming holy night. Immanuel with us once again. 

 
Amen. 



PETERBOROUGH CANDLELIGHT VIGIL 
 

Homeless Person's Memorial Day 
A candlelight vigil is offered for National Homeless Memorial Day in downtown Peterborough on 

Wednesday, December 21st, the longest night of the year. We gather to remember those in our 
region, country, and throughout the world who have died due to homelessness and hardship. 
The local sponsor is Monadnock Area Transitional Shelter (MATS). MATS strives to provide 

shelter and a connection to other community resources to individuals, couples, and families who 
are homeless in the Monadnock region. The vigil is outside the Peterborough Town House at 

5:00 pm. For more information on the Peterborough event contact MATS at 603-924-5033 or on 
Facebook @matsnhorg. 

 

 
 

“REMEMBERING” – A CANDLELIGHT VIGIL FOR THE HOMELESS 
 

Wednesday, December 21st - Main Street Keene will once again be the place for gathering to 
remember and pray for fellow citizens who find themselves homeless and in grave need. 
Gathering will begin at 4:45 PM in Keene’s Central Square. The vigil program of prayers and 

readings will commence at 5:30 PM. Acoustic musicians, poets, and faith leaders join together 
with community volunteers and government officials to remember those who have died during 

the year here in New Hampshire. A pledge of support for social programs and initiatives that will 
help alleviate homelessness and support the disenfranchised in our Monadnock region is 

circulated and then there is a candlelight procession to Hundred Nights Cold Weather Shelter. 
The shelter doors are blessed, as it opens for the season. Please join us... this is the perfect time 
to show community support for those with great need! 

 

HUNDRED NIGHTS 
 
Hundred Nights Crockpot Dinner - December 3rd!!! 

Calling all crockpots! Calling all biscuit bakers! The December Hundred Nights Tailgate Supper 
will be all about the homemade stews. Make your best stew ... be it fish, beef, chicken or chili. 

Make it thick and delish for the hungry folk at Hundred Nights Cold Weather Shelter! Please see 
the sign-up sheet in the church fellowship room to help out on this important anti-hunger 
mission. Thanks so much! 



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
The December meeting of the United Methodist Women will be held December 6th at Phyllis 
Porter's at 7PM.  Her address is RiverMead, 50 Timber Pond Rd, Apt 2205, Peterborough. 

We will be celebrating Advent by sharing favorite Christmas traditions.  If you can, bring a dozen 
or two cookies for the cookie exchange to be enjoyed by all.  The extras will have a special 

mission. 
All women are invited to this evening of fellowship and sharing. 
 

WORLD THANK OFFERING 
Hopefully you have reflected on all your blessings that were mentioned on the World Thank 
Offering calendar.  Donations may be given to Karen Keenan or Carol Owen by December 4th. 
Please make any checks payable to UMW. 

 

MATS AND SHELTER FROM THE STORM 
We have obtained the ages/sizes for waterproof gloves (most needed item) from MATS and 
Shelter From the Storm.  So as not to duplicate items, the Sunday School children made paper 

mittens and hung them on the Christmas tree in Fellowship Hall.  Each mitten gives the needed 
size and gender.  Just attach the mitten to the item but do not wrap it.  Please bring them to the 

church by December 18th. The UMW appreciates your help in meeting this need. 
 

 
 

 

 

"For nothing 

will be 

impossible 

with God." 

Luke 1:37 

 



 

UPDATED PHONE DIRECTORY 
 

The phone directory will be updated in December.  Please get all contact information to Karen 
Keenan no later than Friday, December 9th.  Directories will be available at the end of the 
month.  They will be distributed by email.  Those wanting paper copies should let Karen know by 

the end of the month.  Booklet format black and white copies will be made at no charge, color 
copies will be approximately $5.00. 

 

PHONE TREE 
 
We are establishing a phone tree, in case of emergency or church cancellation. Please provide us 

with the number that you will most likely answer in the event of a cancellation at short notice. 
There is a form for the Phone Tree in the fellowship hall. 

You may also email your preferred number to info@peterboroughumc.org. 
Please contact Susan Lindquist with questions. 
 

 
 

 

MANY THANKS 

 
A note of thanks to everyone who attended the incredible time of 

worship and business at this year's church conference! 
As many noted afterwards, "God's Spirit was in The House!"  Amen! 
 

A note of thanks to the leadership and everyone involved - ALL 
required forms for the Church Conference have been completed and 

sent to the District Office!! 
 
A note of thanks to all who helped with the Holiday Stroll this year! 

 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

We are still looking for people to help with setup and clean up for 
Coffee Hour. We have a wonderful time of fellowship after worship, 
let's keep that spirit of sharing going! 



PLEDGE CARD REMINDER 
 
Dear Church Family 

 
If pledging has slipped your mind during the holiday rush, please remember to thank God for all 
of the wonderful gifts he has bestowed on us. If you have misplaced your pledge card, additional 

cards are available at the church or you can mail a short note to the Financial Secretary in care 
of the Church. 

 
We live in a country full of abundance and thoughtful people. Most wish only the best for their 
neighbors, friends, and family. I often believe this great country is so, because of the people of 

many cultures and beliefs that have come to share in the great experiment of human self-
government. 

 
Let us take the time to consider sharing our abundance with those less fortunate and who need 
a safe place to worship God. We do not all have a great deal of funds to offer the church, but if 

we pray about a pledge and determine what we can afford, our work as part of the body of 
Christ will move forward. The church finance committee is relying on your support so we can 

produce a budget to implement the programs we have begun for all who worship the Lord at 
Peterborough UMC and beyond. 

 
If for any reason life forces you to adjust your pledge, that is easily done by a note to the 
Financial Secretary. All pledges remain confidential. 

 
Grace and Peace 

Jim Poplin 
 

 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE VIDEO 
 
Church service videos for Peterborough UMC are posted on our website for viewing by our 

congregation.  Items of a personal note, such as prayer requests, praises, and the like, are 
removed from the video.   Hymns and other music are also currently removed due to copyright 

issues.  Beginning in 2017 we hope to secure some type of copyright license so that we can also 
include music in the church service videos.  Until then, if you miss a Sunday service you can 
watch the video by going to the link on our website.  The current week videos are usually posted 

by mid-week.  They can be found by selecting "Hear our Message" under the "Inside Service" 
tab on the home page. Please share this link with friends, neighbors, and the "unchurched" in 

our community.   



 

 



 



BEYOND THE GREEN DOORS 

Church leaders should not be the only ones contributing to the newsletter! Send me 
your birthdays, photos, events, testimonials, prayer submissions…  

Please submit all materials for the next newsletter (January) to our editors by the last 

Wednesday of the month, December 28. This is the newsletter that will be released on 
Sunday January 1 and cover until Sunday January 29. Send to Melissa French at 924-

6960 or email info@PeterboroughUMC.org, with the subject "Newsletter submission." 
Thanks! 

PETERBOROUGH UMC COMMUNICATIONS  
 

In addition to “Beyond the Green Doors,” Peterborough UMC offers the following ways 

you can keep in touch. 
We are at the church, silly. Come visit us, Sunday at 10 am! 

We are on the web: http://www.PeterboroughUMC.org 

We are on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/peterboroughunitedmethodist/ 
 

This newsletter was compiled by Melissa French. Any concerns with content can be 
addressed with Pastor Lena at pastorlena@peterboroughumc.org, or in person. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
   43 Concord Street (Rt. 202) 

   Peterborough, NH 03458 
 
Address service requested 
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