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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:   
 

 

Fri 15  Open Mic Night 7p 

Sun 17  Homecoming 10a 
Mon 18 VBS 2018 Planning @UCC 4:30p 
Wed 20 PUMC Book Group 7p 

Sat 23   Hundred Nights Dinner 4p 
Sun 24  Praise and Potluck 10a 

Wed 27  Prayer Shawl Group 1p  
Wed 27  Newsletter due 
Sat 30   Men’s Monthly Breakfast 7:30a 

Sat 30   NH District UMW Meeting 
 

 

Weekly 

Sun Worship Service 10a 
Sun  Adult Bible Class 11:15a 
Thu  Drop-In Bible Study 2p 
 

October 
Oct 3  UMW Meeting 12p 

Oct 7  New Life Home Benefit Dinner 
Oct 21 Naming Our Why 9a 
Oct 28   Bishop’s Day 

CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 
Birthdays: 
 

Mary Bee Johnson Sep 1 
David LaDeau Sep 

Gladys Bugler Oct 1 

CHRISTMAS WREATHS 
We will be taking orders for Christmas wreaths 

this year. In the past this has been a 

great fundraiser for the church. Think 

about people you can share this 

fundraiser with this time around! 

 

 

THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMING! 
 
? Church Conference TBD 
Sep 17 Homecoming 

Oct Wreath Fundraiser orders due 
Nov 18 Holiday Stroll  

Nov 19 Greening of the Church & Potluck 
Dec Poinsettia orders due 
Dec 3 Advent begins  

Dec 17 Christmas Program 
Dec 21 Candlelight Vigil for Homeless 

Jan 31 Annual Report due 
 
  



PASTOR’S LETTER 
Dear Folks; 
 
As I sit here at my desk, I am mindful of those in our midst who are keenly aware of the waning 

days of summer.  Not the season specifically, but of life in general.  Days that were once 
carefree, light hearted, and sun filled, have become heavier as storm clouds loom darkly against 

the autumn sky.  Illnesses, financial woes, employment issues, relationship upheavals, 
accidents, loss, to name but a few, are closing in sapping stability, security, and the sweetness 
of joy.   

 
It is at these times that “try the soul,” make anxious the spirit, and fatigue the body that we find 

much needed strength and solace in Christ, our Solid Rock: 
 

“When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 

In every high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil. 
His oath, His covenant, His blood Support me in the whelming flood; 

When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. 
On Christ the Solid Rock I stand, All other ground is sinking sand, 

All other ground is sinking sand.” 

 
If you are one of those who are facing the storms, stand on the Rock that is 

your Hope and your Stay – and we will be right there standing with you; with 
listening ears, compassionate hearts, and with much prayer in full assurance 

that Our God will see you through! 
 
To Him in whom we live, and move, and have our being, be all praise! 

Pastor Lena 
 

PUMC Book Group - September 20th Discussion  
Summer time has come and almost gone … no rushing it on its way, but we 
said we’d be back to meeting in the fall and September’s here! The book 

group will continue meeting on Wednesday evenings at 7PM, third Wednesday 
of the month! 

Swimming Lessons by Claire Fuller will be the book of the month in 
September. Hope to see everyone from last year … and would like to 
encourage anyone else to grab the book, read it and come for discussion. This 

book will be sure to spur discussion about its strong (and somewhat 
detestable? pathetic?, dysfunctional?) characters and some of the choices that 

the author made in building her plot. And … how about that ending? 
Bring your recommendations for October’s read! Hope to see you on the 20th! 
 

PUMC Quilting Group 
Laura Constantine and Susan Lindquist hit the Pickering Farm Summer Sale and picked up 

background fabrics for the quilt top! It’s time to have a meeting and learn to make HST’s, 
otherwise known as half-square triangles. These will be turned into hourglass blocks. Then, it 

will be time to lay out our church quilt and put it all together! Quilting group ladies, please 
contact Susan to plan a time for us all to meet for a work session! Thanks!  

  



HUNDRED NIGHTS TAILGATE DINNER  
September 23rd at 4 PM - Hundred Nights Drop-In Center, Keene 
Can you believe it’s been two months since our last dinner for food-challenged folks in Keene? 
Well, it has! Look for a sign-up sheet for the next dinner in the next couple weeks. This time 

around, a fall feast is planned - pork roast, applesauce, baked potatoes with toppings, roasted 
carrots and cauliflower, cornbread, and apple crisp! Hope you can help with some of the side 

dishes, the pork will be supplied by an anonymous donor! Look for a sign-up sheet at the 
beginning of September! Many thanks for your help!!! 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL UPDATE 
Thanks to you, nine children from families that are being helped by 
MATS and SFTS are heading back to school with new backpacks, 

lunch bags, and supplies! The children were very excited to get 
their new school gear and the little note we tucked inside that said 
"Have a great year at school, your friends at PUMC."  What a joy to 

be part of showing Christ's love to these children and their families! 
(And thank you to Laura Constantine for thinking of this mission 

project!) 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
The next meeting of the UMW will be held Tuesday, October 3rd at 12:00 PM at the church.  
Sandwiches, dessert, and beverage will be provided.  The program will be a very short DVD 
entitled Rhythm which is about being in tune with God. A brief discussion will follow.  Please 

mark your calendars now and plan to attend.  
Saturday, September 30th is the fall meeting of the NH District UMW at the Wesley UMC in 

Concord.  Pastor Lena is the featured speaker.  Details of the meeting will hopefully be sent to 
us soon.  If you are interested in attending please contact Carol Owen. 
 

PUMC'S LIBRARY SELECTIONS - On The Shelf 
A delightful series of four books, called Tales from Grace Chapel Inn with four 
different titles, by four different authors. 

You'll visit the charming village of Acorn Hill in rural Pennsylvania and meet the 
three sisters who have inherited their father's run down Victorian house next to 

Grace Chapel where he had been pastor.  Will their three personalities mesh 
enough to come to a decision about the old house? 
Nice stories, no violence, no bad language but not without its conflicts.  A rest 

from the programs on TV. 
Don't forget to look at the children's section.  Most of the books are for young children. 
 

NEEDED – COMMUNION HOSTS 
 

 After many years of service for which we are extremely grateful, Steve and Kristel are stepping 

down as Communion Hosts, and we need someone to fill the position. 
 

The Communion Host is responsible for providing the elements:  
a small loaf of bread to be torn, cubes of bread (gluten free - homemade or purchased), and 

Welch's 100% grape juice. 
 

For the Communion Service, the host is responsible for setting up the Table including 

Communion Set and table linen.  
After the service, the host will clean and put away communion set and linen. 
 

This is a once a month commitment. If interested, please see Pastor Lena 



PRAYER CORNER 
"In His teaching about prayer, our Lord never once referred to unanswered prayer; He said God 

always answers prayer.  If our prayers are in the name of Jesus, or in accord with His nature, 
the answers will not be in accord with our nature but with His.  We are apt to forget this and to 

say without thinking that God does not always answer prayer."              
- Oswald Chambers, If You Will Ask 

 

And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His 

commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 
- 1 John 23:22  (NKJV) 

 

Come Lord Jesus, and abide in my heart.  How grateful I am to realize that the answer to my 
prayer does not depend on me at all.  As I quietly abide in You and let Your life flow into me, 

what freedom it is to know that the Father does not see my threadbare patience or insufficient 
trust, rather only Your patience Lord, and Your confidence that the Father has everything in 

hand. In Your faith I thank You right now for a more glorious answer to my prayer than I can 

imagine.  Amen. 
- Catherine Marshall 

 

FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT 
A small group church members and other friends met for fellowship and baseball in mid-August. 

It was a beautiful night for a Fisher Cats game over in Manchester.  As it turned out, the game 
from the prior evening had been rained out so some of the group enjoyed parts of a double-
header.  The Fisher Cats lost the first game but won the second one.  The fireworks after the 

game completed a fun night. 

 



HOMECOMING Sunday is 

September 17th! 
 

Theme:  COMING HOME 
Celebrating the return of the Choir and 

Small Group Ministries! 
 

Service:  

The Worship service is going to be a 
joyous blend of the choir sing, hymn sing, 
and poetry/readings. 

We are looking for individuals to share a 
favorite poems with the theme "Coming 

Home," or 
memories of going to church." (see example It Was a Small Little Church)  Please see Pastor 
Lena or Susan Lindquist by September 10 if you are interested. 
 

Dinner: 
Dinner will be an old-fashioned family dinner complete with ham, baked mac and cheese, beans, 

salads and brown bread! 
A Sign up sheet will be in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday. 
 

Decorations: 

This year we are planning to have the look of 
"harvest home," with garden flowers, berry or 

crab apple branches, flower seed pods such as lily 
and fern, wild asters, etc. to be placed in canning 
jars.  If you are willing to donate from your 

gardens, nature walks, or hikes, please bring your 
gatherings on Saturday, the 16th.  We are also 

looking for four square quilt pieces with which to 
make this year's Homecoming Banner. 
 

IT WAS A SMALL  

LITTE CHURCH 
 
It was a small little Church I attended  
Back in my childhood days 

The little country preacher taught 
Me about Jesus and how he  

Alone could change my ways 
 

It wasn’t much to look at and with fancy 
Scenic things it did not glow 

But this little Church, “oh how  
I loved it so”!  
 

Each time I would hear the little country 
Preacher talk of the Lord  

It gave me a chill 
And one day while he was preaching 
I felt God’s nudge upon my soul 

And I accepted Jesus into my heart 

As I allowed the entry of God’s will 
 

My heart leaped out of control within 

My little chest, for I was just a young girl 
But yet, the Lord stood at my heart’s door 

And now I am freed from sin!  
 

I have drifted many times through 

The years since then 
But Jesus keeps forgiving me as 
I repent of every sin 
 

That little country Church will always  
Bring a smile back to my face 

When my mind goes wondering back 
To that lovely little place 
 
©Copyright 1999 Becky LaPrarie 



SIZZLIN’S SUNDAY PRAISE AND POTLUCK 

 

 

 

  



YOUTH MISSION TRIP 

 

  



BEYOND THE GREEN DOORS 

Church leaders should not be the only ones contributing to the newsletter! Send in your 
thank yous, birthdays, photos, events, testimonials, prayer submissions…  

Please submit all materials for the next newsletter (October) to our editors by the last 
Wednesday of the month, September 27. This is the newsletter that will be released on 

Sunday October 1 and cover until Sunday October 29. Send to Melissa French at 924-6960 
or email info@PeterboroughUMC.org, with the subject "Newsletter submission." Thanks! 

PETERBOROUGH UMC COMMUNICATIONS  
 
In addition to “Beyond the Green Doors,” Peterborough UMC offers the following ways you 
can keep in touch. 

We are at the church. Come visit us, Sunday at 10 am! 
We are on the web: http://www.PeterboroughUMC.org 

We are on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/peterboroughunitedmethodist/ 
 

This newsletter was compiled by Melissa French. Any concerns with content can be addressed 
with Pastor Lena at pumcpastor@PeterboroughUMC.org, 603-209-1602, or in person. 
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