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Celebrating the Eternal Life of  
Robert D. Johnson 

 
PRELUDE       MEDLEY 
 
GATHERING 
 
THE WORD OF GRACE 
 
GREETING 
 
HYMN         Be Thou My Vision UMH 451 
 
PRAYER 
 
PSALM 23 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me 
beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 
for his name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING  
John 14:1-6 
 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 
And you know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas 
said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?" 



 

 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. 
 
HYMN                Amazing Grace  UMH 378 
 
HOMILY 
     
SHARING MEMORIES OF BOB JOHNSON                               
Sharing of stories by friends and relatives 
 
ANTHEM  Swing Low Sweet Chariot PUMC Choir 
 
SERVICE OF COMMITTAL 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

All pray the Lord’s Prayer. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen. 
 
HYMN    I’ll Fly Away  PUMC Choir 
 
BENEDICTION  

 
 

  



 

ROBERT DAVID JOHNSON OBITUARY 
 
Bob Johnson lived well in each of the 100 years that he was alive, from 1921 
when he was born to Nels and Agnes Johnson, in Galesburg, Illinois until 2020 
when he  died at RiverMead in Peterborough, New Hampshire. 
 
Bob grew up on a homestead in Rhame, North Dakota, at the edge of the 
badlands. 
The family dream of a homestead was ended by too many consecutive years of 
drought and grasshoppers.  After the family moved back to Illinois, Bob worked 
as a refrigerator repairman.  That career was interrupted by World War 2, 
when Bob served as a medical corpsman in Europe.  There he saw firsthand the 
horror of Buchenwald. 
 
After the war, Bob returned home and married Ruth Dean Dexter, whom he 
had met while stationed in Arkansas before going overseas.  Dean worked to 
put Bob through school at the University of Illinois, where he graduated with a 
degree in economics. That led to Bob's long-term career as an underwriter in 
the insurance industry, from which he retired at an executive level at age 65. 
 
After more than 12 years of active retirement in North Carolina, Bob and Dean 
returned to New Hampshire, moving to RiverMead.  Bob is well loved by all of 
the RiverMead community, not least because of his always cheerful and 
uncomplaining attitude, even as his eyesight failed requiring a move to assisted 
living. 
 
Bob loved the outdoors, and the family enjoyed many summer vacations 
camping at Mount Monadnock and hiking the mountain. He hiked the entire 
length of the Long Trail in Vermont and climbed all 48 of New Hampshire's 
4000 foot peaks. 
Bob was a generous volunteer, serving as a Scoutmaster, as a member of the 
Harrisville New Hampshire FAST squad, caretaking the Story Spring shelter on 
the Long Trail, working to build the Mountain To Sea trail in North Carolina, 
and being Treasurer for the Peterborough United Methodist Church. 
 
Bob is survived by his sons David (Cathy Mabie), and Donald (Snow Johnson), 
his grandaughter Tara, great-granddaughter Ksena, and his "adopted" 
grandson Colin Kennard. 
 
We celebrate Bob Johnson's life as a shining example of a life well lived. 
Those wishing to honor his memory are requested to do so with a donation to 
your favorite charity. 


