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HOLY CONFERENCING IN OUR CHURCHES 
 

GATHERING REFLECTION FOR BELOVED COMMUNITY 
 

“Power without love is reckless and abusive, 
and love without power is sentimental and anemic. 

Power at its best is love implementing the demands of justice, 
and justice at its best is power correcting everything that stands against love.” 

--Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

                  --Isaiah 43.18-19, NIV 
 

CALL TO AGAPE LOVE IN HOLY CONFERENCING 

        ‘Welcome’          --#3152 Worship & Song 
Let’s walk together for a while and ask where we begin 

to build a world where love can grow and hope can enter in, 
to be the hands of healing and to plant the seeds of peace, 

singing welcome, welcome to this place. 
You’re invited to come and know God’s grace. 

All are welcome, the love of God to share, 
‘cause all of us are welcome here; all are welcome in this place. 

 
Let’s talk together of a time when we will share a feast, 

where pride and power kneel to serve the lonely and the least, 
and joy will set the table as we join our hands to pray, 

singing welcome, welcome to this place. 
You’re invited to come and know God’s grace. 

All are welcome, the love of God to share, 
‘cause all of us are welcome here; all are welcome in this place. 

 
Let’s dream together of the day when earth and heaven are one, 

a city built of love and light, the new Jerusalem, 
where our mourning turns to dancing, every creature lifts its voice, 

crying welcome, welcome to this place. 
You’re invited to come and know God’s grace. 

All are welcome, the love of God to share, 
‘cause all of us are welcome here; all are welcome in this place. 
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Presider: Dr. King’s beloved community exhibits agape love, which, as the love of God 
operating in the human heart, seeks to “preserve and create community.” 
Christ’s mature followers love each other as well as those who persecute or do 
evil against them. Christians confront hate with love because agape love 
derives its essence from the cross of Christ, which brings redemptive power. 
This love does not accept injustice or evil as acceptable. Rather, it loves by 
way of justice, which ensures equity in access, participation, and flourishing 
for everyone.... 

God prompts us to remake our hostility-filled communities into those where 
justice and love reign true. This also applies to the Church. What would The 
United Methodist Church look like, feel like, and be like if the beloved 
community became real for us? What would your local church be like? 

The beloved community manifests and protects agape love as its guiding 
principle and is expressed in the following ways: 

Recorded voices from around the conference: 

1. Offers radical hospitality to everyone; an inclusive family rather than 
exclusive club; 

2. Recognizes and honors the image of God in every human being; 
3. Exhibits personal authenticity, true respect, and validation of others; 
4. Recognizes and affirms, not eradicates, differences; 
5. Listens emotionally (i.e., with the heart) – fosters empathy and 

compassion for others; 
6. Tolerates ambiguity – realizes that sometimes a clear-cut answer is not 

readily available; 
7. Builds increasing levels of trust and works to avoid fear of difference 

and others; 
8. Acknowledges limitations, lack of knowledge, or understanding – and 

seeks to learn; 
9. Acknowledges conflict or pain in order to work on difficult issues; 
10. Speaks truth in love, always considering ways to be compassionate 

with one another; 
11. Avoids physical aggression and verbal abuse; 
12. Resolves conflicts peacefully, without violence, recognizing that 

peacefully doesn’t always mean comfortably for everybody; 
13. Releases resentment and bitterness through self-purification (i.e., 

avoidance of internal violence through spiritual, physical, and 
psychological care); 

14. Focuses energy on removing evil forces (unjust systems), not 
destroying persons; 

15. Nurtures unyielding persistence and unwavering commitment to 
justice; 
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16. Achieves friendship and understanding through negotiation, 
compromise, or consensus – considering each circumstance to discern 
which will be most helpful; 

17. Righteously opposes and takes direct action against poverty, hunger, 
and homelessness; 

18. Advocates thoroughgoing, extensive neighborhood revitalization 
without displacement (this also applies to the Church – working toward 
responsible and equitable growth, discipleship, and worship); 

19. Blends faith and action to generate a commitment to defeating injustice 
(not forgetting that injustice can also be found within the Church); 

20. Encourages and embraces artistic expressions of faith from diverse 
perspectives; 

21. Fosters dynamic and active spirituality – recognizes that we serve a 
dynamic God who is not left behind by a changing world or people, and 
that a passive approach will not work; 

22. Gathers together regularly for table fellowship, and meets the needs of 
everyone in the community; 

23. Relies on scripture reading, prayer, & corporate worship for inner 
strength; 

24. Promotes human rights and works to create a non-racist society; 
25. Shares power and acknowledges the inescapable network of mutuality 

among the human family. 
 
Presider: In the spirit of beloved community, I hereby call the Church Conference of 

Peterborough United Methodist Church into session and ask for your 
response. 

People: We are here as a United Methodist community of God to account for our 
ministries, to order our life together, and to resolve that in the year 
ahead we will answer the call of Jesus Christ to his disciples, leading this 
church into active ministries of love, truth, and justice.  

Presider: Knowing that we are all called to ministry of beloved community together, lay 
and clergy alike, let us enter into the business of your Church Conference. 
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WORK FOR GOD’S BELOVED COMMUNITY 

1. Vote to authorize virtual meeting (when applicable) 
We move that those who are authorized to participate in the church 
conference of Peterborough United Methodist Church on November 10 
hereby agree that we consent to proceed with a virtual meeting using remote 
technology, and consent that all our decisions are in accordance with the 
Constitution of The United Methodist Church (Division Two, Section VI, 
Article II (¶ 33) and with the laws of the church, and are therefore legal and 
binding actions of the conference.  
 

2. Election of Secretary  
 

3. Recording attendance 
 

4. Approval of Minutes of 2019 Church Conference 
 

5. Approval of Audit/Fund Balance Report from 2019 
 

6. Trustee Report  
a. Has the congregation received any bequests from a will? Bequests from wills 

that have been received since the last Church Conference must be accepted by 
vote. 

b. Has the congregation used any capital/principle from 
investments/endowments for operating expenses this year? If so, for what 
purposes and how much? 

c. Has the congregation spent any funds realized from the sale of a parsonage? If 
so, for what purpose and how much? Was this done with permission from the 
DS? 
 

7. Staff / Pastor Parish Relations Report 
Approval of Compensation for Pastor and Other Staff Appointed by the Bishop 
 

8. Finance Report 
Update on Year-to-Date Finances 
Approval of 2021 Budget if prepared 
 

9. Lay Leadership / Nominations Report 
Election of Church Leaders and Trustees 

 

10. Lay Servants / Lay Speakers / Certified Lay Ministers Reports 
Approval and reaffirmation of any in these categories 
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11.  Candidates Reports 
a. Reaffirmation of Candidates for Ministry 
b. Examination and Paper Ballot Vote for any New Candidate for Ministry    
c. Examination and Recommendation of Candidates for Church Related 

Vocations 
 

12.  Clergy Reports 
a. Retired Minister(s) Report 
b. Extension Minister(s) Report 
c. Pastor(s) Report 

 

13.  Membership Report and Remembering our Saints 
 

14.  Other business and prayers for the people 

 
 

TABLE FELLOWSHIP IN BELOVED COMMUNITY 

                                              ‘A Place at the Table’    --#3149 Worship & Song 
For everyone born, a place at the table, 

for everyone born, clean water and bread, 
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 

for everyone born, a star overhead. 
And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, 

yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice, and joy! 

Presider:   The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Presider: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Presider: Black lives matter to you, and always have. 

Black lives matter. 
Black male lives matter. 
Black female lives matter. 
Black LGBTQIA+ lives matter. 
Black trafficked lives matter. 
Black uneducated as well as educated lives matter. 
Black poor as well as rich lives matter. 
Black homeless lives matter. 
Black Christians and non-Christians matter. 
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Black lives with disabilities matter. 
Black immigrants and refugees matter. 
Black children matter. 
Black teens matter. 

 
Their lives are sacred. 
Their lives are valuable. 
Their lives are precious. 
Their lives are important. 
Their lives are necessary. 
Their lives are integral to your magnificent beloved family. 
 
So we join with them and all the others who are just as sacred, valuable, 
precious, important, necessary and integral to your plan of salvation to sing 
your praises. 
 
We join with all the angels and archangels, the great choir of saints before 
your throne, from every nation, from every culture, who speak every 
language, worshiping endlessly before your throne of grace saying: 
 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Presider: You are holy, and so is your presence with us in Jesus Christ. 

Jesus was not white. 
Jesus did not speak English. 
Jesus was not a Christian. 
Jesus lived as the citizen of an occupied nation. 
Jesus was part of an oppressed people. 
Jesus was a refugee who found protection on the continent of Africa. 
Jesus experienced mob violence. 
Jesus experienced police brutality. 
Jesus was lynched. 

 
Jesus gave up his own divine privilege, 
and chose to live as a slave and to live a life of service. 
This act defined his greatness, 
and defines our discipleship. 
Giving up his own divine privilege, 
Jesus took the bread used as a call to compassion for the oppressed, 
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gave thanks for it, broke it and shared it with the whole community, saying: 
“Take and eat, this is my body broken and given freely for you.” 
Remember how this act defined his greatness and defines our discipleship. 

 
Giving up his own divine privilege, 
Jesus took the cup used as a call to hope for divine deliverance, 
gave thanks for it, and shared it with the whole community, saying: 
“Drink from my cup, each of you; 
this is my blood that I shed to testify to God’s eternal covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.” 
Remember how this act defined his greatness and defines our discipleship. 

 
Christ’s life mattered. 
Christ’s abuse by religious authorities mattered. 
Christ’s murder mattered. 
Christ’s resurrection mattered. 
And so do our lives. 
So we choose to follow Christ and to live according to this divine mystery  
as we now declare: 
 

People: Christ has died; 
Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again. 

 

Presider: Life, Meaning, Giver of Sacred Worth, 
cause these gifts of bread and wine 
to become for us the body and blood of Christ, 
the reason our lives matter. 

 
Life, Meaning, Giver of Sacred Worth, 
touch the lives of any who feel that their lives don’t matter; 
who feel they are not valued, 
who are treated with disrespect 
and fear that their precious lives will be thrown away. 
Change us, so others might have hope. 
Change us, so other might be valued. 
Change us, so that no one will have to stand before their oppressors alone. 

 
Change us, so Christ’s life will matter. 
Change us, so the Holy Spirit’s life will matter. 
Change us, so our Creator’s life will matter, 
and that we might more fully give them the honor, glory, and praise, 
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due their holy name, 
today, tomorrow, and always. 

 
People: Amen. 
 

Presider: Now as those who recognize the value of the oppressed and abused, let us 
pray with Christ who walks this path with them and us. 

 

People: Our Father* in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom** come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom**, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

*or Parent **or kin-dom 
 

BREAKING BREAD AND SHARING CUP 
  

        ‘A Place at the Table’ --#3149 Worship & Song 
For everyone born, a place at the table, 
to live without fear, and simply to be, 

to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 
for everyone born, the right to be free. 

And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, 
yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice, and joy! 

 

Presider: Let us pray: Thank you for sharing with us this holy mystery found in 
Jesus Christ. It has changed us: the way we think, the way we feel, what 
we understand, how we desire to live, and the value we see in the lives of 
others whom we have harmed through our sin of racism. Now send us 
out to demand that others be treated with the value they hold within 
your heart. May your love become more visible in us, that we not bring 
shame upon the name of Jesus, now or ever. Amen.
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GOING FORTH IN AGAPE LOVE 

FORMAL MOTION TO ADJOURN THE CHURCH CONFERENCE 
Presider:  As our time together comes to an end, I declare this Church Conference 
adjourned. 
 

BAPTISMAL PROMISE 
People: We accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, 
and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
 
OUR WORSHIP IS OVER. OUR SERVICE BEGINS. 
  
 
 
 

The Call is taken from the ’25 Traits of the Beloved Community’ page produced by the General Commission on 
Religion and Race and found at gcorr.org/25-traits-of-the-beloved-community-2/ and written by Dr. Arthuree 
Wright. The same quote by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is found on this page as well.  It is taken from ‘Where Do 
We Go From Here:  Chaos or Community’ written in 1967. 
 

The words for ‘Welcome’ are written by Mark Miller and Laurie Zelman, and the music is written by Mark Miller. 
‘Welcome’ can be found in Worship and Song #3152.  The words for ‘A Place at the Table’ are written by Shirley 
Erena Murray, and the music is written by Brian Mann.  ‘A Place at the Table’ can be found in For Everyone Born: 
Global Songs for an Emerging Church by Global Praise of the General Board of Global Ministries, UMC, GBGMusik 
©2008. 
CCLI license: 2645216    CCLI streaming license: CSPL030506 
 

The Communion Liturgy is a Great Thanksgiving for Black Lives Matter written by Rev. Michael C. Johnson and 
adapted for our church conferences.  This liturgy can be found at gcorr.org/communion-liturgy-black-lives-
matter/. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer is the Ecumenical Text, adapted, that can be found in the United Methodist Hymnal #894. 
 

The Baptismal Promise is part of the baptismal vow found in the United Methodist Hymnal and Book of Worship.  
 

Thanks are extended to:  
The Mosaic Chapel - Bethany First UMC (Roslindale MA) worship team members: Christopher Lim–voice; Jessie 
Chiu-voice/ violin/mixing; Lucas Fonseca-guitar/bass; Lucas Fonseca-video production. 
 

Beth DiCocco and the people from the around the conference who recorded the ’25 Traits of the Beloved 
Community’. 
 

This document was assembled by Rev. Jill Colley Robinson, Superintendent for the Green Mountain District and Dean of the 
Cabinet. 
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2019 PUMC Church Conference Minutes 
convened at 5:00pm attendance: 12 + Pastor Kathleene Card + Rev. Virginia Fryer 
(representing NH District) 

Rev. Fryer introduced herself and offered a prayer. One news 
items was mentioned: scheduled district prayer 

The service then followed the bulletin. 

Business: 
1. Nomination of Ken Constantine as secretary; MSP unanimously 

2. Approval of minutes from 2018 conference: MSP unanimously 

3. Approval of audit/fund balance report from 2018 

Rev Fryer encouraged Trustees to keep all trustee investments in the United Methodist Foundation. 
The report was approved by unanimous vote. 

Interlude for discussion of the justice that God is longing for: insights were offered by the congregation 

4. Trustee Report 

a) Any bequests? no 

b) Any capital used? no 

c) Any proceeds from parsonage sale? no 

comments solicited: Pastor Kathleene commended the Trustees for their work. 
5. SPRC report: unanimous vote to approve salary/compensation package for the pastor 

6. Finance report 

Treasurer gave an overview.  Income is doing well.  The church has undertaken some new expenses 
in support of our ministry.  The church is on target overall. 
Also, Mission Shares are paid-up-to-date and on target for full payment at year's end. 

Interlude for discussion of how we've received and given mercy this year.  Pastor Kathleene recounted 
specific instances of church care and outreach. 

7. Lay Leadership/Nominations Report 

a) Any open positions to fill? Yes: UMW president, Missions Committee chair, membership 
secretary 

Hiel Lindquist commented on the philosophy of finding people willing to undertake 
assignments fully rather than merely using a name as a placeholder. 

b) One correction to nominations report: worship chair is Susan Miller-Lindquist 

c) Rev. Fryer requested a list of Trustees:  Bruce Batten (chair of Trustees) named Wendy Dunning, 
Pat Woodward, & Mark Welty along with Ron Crowe as honorary trustee. 

d) The leadership slate, as clarified by discussion (above) with Rev. Fryer, was unanimously elected. 

8. Lay servants/lay speakers/certified lay ministers 

a) Jim Poplin 

b) Andy Wallenstein 

c) Both Jim and Andy were unanimously re-approved as lay servants. 

9. Candidates' reports – none this year 

10. Clergy reports 

a) retired minister reports - none 
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b) extension minister(s) report -none 

c) pastor's report with membership report 

In addition to her written report, Pastor Kathleene mentioned last weekend's coaching on 
church growth with Rev. Rick McKinley. 11. Membership 

See the membership report in the conference packet for details. 
Pastor Kathleene also mentioned 3 new members who have recently begun the process of joining 
or transferring membership. 
The report, with its membership changes, was unanimously approved. 

Interlude: How have we walked humbly with God?  Some instances of quiet & loving service to the 
community were mentioned. 
Some additional church initiatives of note were mentioned, including the work of Michael Robidoux as our 
student intern this past summer. 

12. Other business or additional remarks 
Hiel Lindquist indicated the church's heartfelt appreciation for Pastor Kathleene.  This was echoed 
by others.  Hiel added that we're keenly aware of how important our next pastor's role will be in the 
continued growth of our church and his hopes for district support of that growth.  Pastor Kathleene 
gave her perspective on our church's revitalized ministry. 

resumption of service per bulletin, including Communion 

Rev. Fryer adjourned the meeting at about 6:00pm and pronounced the benediction using words of John 
Wesley. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Ken Constantine, meeting secretary 
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Peterborough United Methodist Church 
43 Concord Street 

Peterborough, NH, 03458 
 
 

Report of the Trustees for the 
2020 Annual Church Conference 

 
 

1.  The Congregation of Peterborough UMC has received a bequest from a will since the last Church 
Conference for Robert Johnson for $25,000. 
 
 
2.  The Congregation of Peterborough UMC has not used any capital for operating expenses from 
investments and/or endowments this year.   
 
 
3.  The Congregation of Peterborough UMC has not spent any funds that were realized from the sale of the 
parsonage. 
 
 
4.  Some projects completed since the last Church Conference are: a new sump pump was installed in the 
Fellowship Hall basement, a video monitor for classes and announcements was installed in Fellowship Hall, 
a covered, lockable bulletin board was installed at the ramp entrance to the church, the parking lot 
bulkhead was repaired and a steel post was installed to prevent future damage from vehicles, a new mixing 
board and wireless microphone were installed on the sanctuary PA system.  In preparation for the re-
gathering of the Church after Covid-19, a cleaning company was engaged to do a deep cleaning of the church 
building.  All of the mentioned projects were paid for using Trustee's operating funds.  No invested capital 
or endowments were used. 
 
 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
 Bruce W. Batten 
 Trustees Chair 
 September 14, 2020 
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Report of Financial Secretary 
Church Conference, Nov 2020 
 
This is a report of funds given from January 1, 2020 through the end of October2020. 
 
We have received $88,010 toward the general fund, $9000 from rental of the Wesley house, $1250 for the 
internship fund, and $1410 towards various missions projects for a total of $99,670 received. 
 
Regarding the $88,010: $50,299 has been received from people who pledged. We have 21 pledges this 
year.  That means that our pledging givers have exceeded what they committed to give so far this year. 
People who have not pledged have donated $25,621.  We also received $11,090 that I would categorize as 
'unusual' giving. Pastor Kathleene's birthday fundraiser came in at $1590. We received $6000 from what 
we believe is a bequest. And we received a one-time gift of $2500 from a friend who does not attend our 
church. 
 
Thank you for being faithful with your monetary support of our church during this difficult year! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Constantine 
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Lay Leadership / Nominations Report   PUMC Church Leaders 2021 
 

Administrative Assistant to the Pastor:  Melissa French   

(603) 924-6960    info@peterboroughumc.org 

Church/Administrative Council:   Hiel Lindquist   

(603) 585-6923    hlindquist@gmail.com 

Administrative Council Secretary:  Ken Constantine 

(603) 525-9373    tnatsnoc@aol.com 

Congregational Care Coordinator:  Sue Norton-Poplin   

(603) 532-4572    sjnorton123@gmail.com 

Education Committee Chair:  Linda Wallenstein 

603-532-8268    wallensteinlinda@gmail.com 

Equalization Member:    Michael Robidoux 

(603) 325-3436    mrobidou3@gmail.com 

Finance Committee:   Richard Clason   

(603) 525-9469     

Finance Secretary:     Laura Constantine  

(603) 525-9373    tnatsnoc@aol.com 

Lay Leader:      Susan Lindquist   

(603) 585-6923    susanmillerlindquist@gmail.com 

Member at Large:    Priscilla Crowe 

(603) 533-6686    randpcrow@Iglide.net 

Membership Secretary:    Justine Gaskamp 

(603) 899-4319    justinegaskamp@yahoo.com 

Missions Committee:   Hiel Lindquist   

(603) 585-6923    hlindquist@gmail.com 

Nominations Committee:   Reverend Kathleene Card   

(603) 784-5133    pumcpastor@peterboroughumc.org 

Pastor:     Reverend Kathleene Card 

(703) 309-5221    pumcpastor@peterboroughumc.org 

Small Groups Coordinator:  Andy Wallenstein 

(603) 532-8268    alnabdad@aol.com 

SPRC:       Ken Constantine  

(603) 525-9373    tnatsnoc@aol.com 

Sunday School Superintendent:   Linda Wallenstein 

603-532-8268    wallensteinlinda@gmail.com 

Treasurer:      Greg Robidoux   

(603) 878-6196    treasurer@peterboroughumc.org 

Trustees:     Bruce Batten   

(603) 784-5133     brucebatten@comcast.net 

Worship Committee:   Jim Poplin   

(603) 532-4572    poplinj@myfairpoint.net 

Youth Representative:    Michael Robidoux 

(603) 325-3436    mrobidou3@gmail.com  
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Lay Servants / Lay Speakers / Certified Lay Ministers Reports 
Lay Leader Report 2020 
This year the Pandemic has presented a serious obstacle for the Laity of the United Methodist Church 

(UMC) of Peterborough to serve the community in traditional ways. Many of our programs have been 

curtailed or restricted because of the horrific consequences of virus spread if we let our guard down for 

one minute. Since our last Church Conference. we were on track to make significant changes in our 

outreach program with an objective of becoming a regional church for Monadnock area United Methodists. 

We had established a First 12 Working Group supported by the Conference Congregational Development 

Director Rev. Rick McKinley. Our objectives were to develop plans for offering programs for youth and 

children stressing the importance of meeting their spiritual needs. We were learning how to work with 

children who were experiencing issues as they progressed toward adulthood. We were also exploring the 

possibility of offering a second service during the week to meet the needs of those who could not attend 

Sunday services. 

Rev. Kathleene Card was leading us toward a more inclusive and proactive church environment in which 

the group conducted interviews of community leaders to get their perspective on the needs of the youth in 

our area. The group was exploring options to develop activities to meet those needs. 

The church initiated a Sunday Youth Bible Study Group to explore the Scriptures and provide activities or 

exercises to support the devotional aspects of the study. This supplemented an ever-increasing Sunday 

School program for the younger children. Supported by members of the church and led by Linda 

Wallenstein and Susan Campbell-Halley. 

Melissa French, our Pastor's Administrative Assistant, maintained communications to the church family 

through our weekly What's Happening email and monthly Behind the Green Doors newsletter. She assisted 

Rev. Card in preparation of worship literature and has actively maintained the church website and 

Facebook, our open door to the internet. 

Since March 2020 and the virus shutdown, we have not been able to conduct in-person services at our 

church. We have continued outreach to the young children through the outstanding efforts of Mrs. 

Wallenstein and Ms. Campbell-Halley. Who have developed materials to keep the children engaged and 

progressing. Mrs. Norton Poplin and I have had to curtail our activities with the youth group because of 

health issues, vis-a-vis the virus, that affect both of us. 

 

Staff at the church have been paid throughout the pandemic. While our in-person services, Sunday School, 

nursery services, and fellowship hour activities were curtailed for the most part, we began broadcasting a 

live stream service from the Sanctuary and have not missed a Sunday service this year. We conducted a 

Tenebrae live stream service for Maundy Thursday evening. The church conducted two in-person services 

at the Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge NH in August and for homecoming in September. A zoom fellowship 

hour is conducted each Sunday at I PM following the live stream services. 
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From October through February our choir provided inspirational service to the congregation through their 

uplifting performances. This was enabled by one of the most outstanding directors' in the area, Mrs. Wendy 

Dunning. Our organist and pianist, Gene Brochu, contributed immensely to the effort working tirelessly to 

support the church. Gene has continued to perform during the pandemic adding significantly to the value 

of our live stream services. 

Unfortunately, we were unable to conduct vacation Bible school this summer due to the virus. This was a 

disappointment to all but necessary to keep our members and children safe. Mr. Michael Rubidoux was 

able to provide support services to the church as a paid intern again this summer. He has preached at two 

services this past year. 

The Prayer Shawl group has again knitted and crocheted several prayer shawls this year. Rev. Card blessed 

these shawls during services. These shawls are distributed to individuals in need of comfort and support 

during critical periods of their lives. Our Prayer Partners group continues to offer prayers for members 

alternating between individuals periodically. Sharing prayers throughout the year with those in the church 

body fosters trust and unity for all who participate. 

The church conducted a fund raiser to celebrate the pastor's birthday this summer and we were able to 

raise quite a large donation including that from outside sources that contributed to supporting the 

missions of NH Food Bank, Monadnock Area Transitional Shelter and Shelter from the Storm. Further, 

members continue their support of the homeless that utilize the 100 Nights Shelter in Keene NH. 

The Church's community outreach includes Open Mic Night providing a venue for members and the public 

to perform their creative gifts and bring joy to those attending. The program attracted between 22 and 30 

individuals per performance. This program was curtailed in March, until just recently, when an outdoor 

format was implemented at Mr. and Mrs. Wallenstein's home. Weather permitting this may occur again 

soon. 

Last fall members supported the annual community Holiday Stroll. We are looking into continuing this 

program although in an on-line format. One that would minimize person to person contact. The church 

continues to provide funds for the schooling and care of a child in a Christian orphanage in India. 

The church provided free breakfasts on Sunday mornings, twice monthly, to the community through 

February. Because of the virus shutdown and closure of the church facility, this activity in temporarily 

curtailed. 

Although in-person meetings are not conducted, the business of the church must go forward and the Zoom 

meeting format offers opportunity to meet and discuss the church activities on-line. The church has used 

this method since March. The Administrative Council, Staff Pastor-Parish Relations Committee, Trustees, 

Worship, Missions, and Finance committees are able to accomplish the work necessary to keep the doors 
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open, lights on, and building warm. Members show their support by helping at the bi-annual church clean-

up days. The church paid its mission shares for 2019 and is current for 2020 as well. 

 

As Lay Leader of Peterborough CMC, it was my privilege to attend and represent Peterborough UMC at 

New England UMC Annual Conference. Several administrative changes to operating procedures were 

offered by the Conference organizations. Among them, one stood out as contentious. Pension Liability 

Proposal 20-219 which concerned coverage of pension liability for those churches choosing to disaffiliate 

from the United Methodist Church. The proposal was referred back to the Board of Pensions. 

Sadly, eleven churches closed this year. The most I can remember since I began attending annual 

conference. It seems this trend is only increasing in severity. In addition, one church disaffiliated from the 

UMC, Brackett Memorial UMC, Peaks Island, ME. The church was allowed to retain ownership of the facility 

and its furniture and accessories. However, payments of pension liability and other expenses were 

required before disaffiliation could occur. The 30-member church agreed to pay the Conference over 

$208,000.00 by 3 1 December 2020. 

 

On a lighter note John Cardillo was elected as our new Treasurer of NE Annual Conference. The Conference 

budget was approved and was reduced from the previous year by $625,80 1.00 due mainly to freeze in the 

salaries of Conference staff, the reduction in administrative costs for meeting travel expenses, and the 

reduced costs in salaries and housing associated with the shedding two Conference districts, from nine to 

seven. 

In addition, remote voting was adopted as a formal part of the NE Annual Conference procedures to permit 

remote voting should the state of emergency in MA end. MA law prohibits remote voting by non-profits 

unless their by-laws state otherwise. NE Annual Conference is incorporated in the Commonwealth of MA. 

This year I will conclude my eight year as PUMC Lay Leader. It is time for others to step up and take over 

this critical position. I will continue to serve this church in any way I can, but it is time for me to take on 

new challenges. I have been honored to serve and so very thankful of the faith this church has shown me. 

 

Grace and Peace Be Yours 

 
 
  

Peterborough 
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Clergy Report/Kathleene Card 
Peterborough United Methodist Church Conference 

November 10, 2020 
Philippians 4.8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 

is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about 
such things. 

 
Monthly tracking on the progress of Established Goals’ for 2020 

 
1. Provide enriching and empowering worship and offer weekday Bible Study to nurture and 

equip leadership. 
• January to March Worship had a steady attendance of 50-60.   
• Concurrently Children’s Sunday School ranged from 10-17.  
• Jim Poplin led an adult class by N. T. Wright. 
• After the Pandemic we needed to move to virtual worship in March.  
• Thanks to Susan and Hiel Lindquist, Andy Card, Ken Constantine, and Jeff Hipp, who all helped in 

some way, we have not missed a Sunday. Hiel and Susan did the heavy lifting. 
• In January to March Jim Poplin had Sunday School for the older teens,  
• We were actively working with a coach to see where we could expand our ministries, and we were 

focusing on how to reach the next generation. 
• We had two Nursery attendants. 
• We offered a Lenten Study for six weeks, which started with super int the church and needed to be 

taught by Zoom once the pandemic broke out. 
• Early in the year Ellen Derby taught a class on the Holy Spirit. 
• Book group had to move to meeting by Zoom. 
• VBS was canceled because of the pandemic, however our children’s minister began mailing lessons to 

our youth each week.   
• The list of children has grown, and we have expanded our focus to include the “tweens.” 
• We will participate in the virtual Interfaith Worship by Zoom for this Thanksgiving on November 24. 
• Our summer college intern returned and preached a sermon on the need to address racial prejudice. 
• Linda Wallenstein has kept in touch with the children we were driving to church, and she has 

arranged social distancing meetings with them and their moms. 
• Rev Rick McKinley from the New England Conference is coaching us.   
• An additional service has become a daily Facebook offering every day at 7 am. 
2. Continue current outreach and explore other options for congregational involvement.  
• We were experiencing an increase in our Free Breakfasts on the second and fourth Sundays until 

Covid made that impossible.  
• Open Mic on the Third Fridays was going well with 25-30 people and when we had to stop in the 

church, the Wallenstein’s used their back yard socially distancing.  
3. Develop Pastoral visibility in the communities as well as greater church awareness/presence 

in the area. 
• Active in Chamber and Rotary events, as well as the Cathedral of the Pines. 
• Preparing to help teach the Basic Lay leader Class at the district level. 
4. Help the church develop a strong stewardship program to support a balanced budget and pay 

100% of Mission Shares. 
• All pledges are current, and all mission shares have been paid. 
• Raised $3,000+ (not from pledges or general collection, but from my Face Book).  This enables us to 

support a summer intern and put aside money for Children’s Ministries and an Alternative Service. 
•  
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Education.  
• Lay Leader, James Poplin led classes by NT Wright.  All well attended. 
• Ellen Derby led a class on the Holy Spirit. 
• Our 2018 Advent series, The Journey, by Adam Hamilton, was well attended.   
• Christian Education Committee is in place and our Children’s ministries consultant has expanded her 

reach to include tweens.  
• Have agreed to help teach a Lay Speaker Certification class. 

 
Membership Development 
• Justine Gaskamp is new membership secretary. 
• New members and 2 baptisms. 
Virtual Hours and Availability:  
• Tu-Th from 9 am -12 noon, and available by cell phone, home phone, or email, or texting: Cell is 703-

309-5221. Home phone is 603-593-5327. 
• Please do not hesitate to call, email or message; it allows flexibility. 
   
By God’s Grace we will continue to work as a team to  
• Celebrate the liturgical year, especially Advent, Pentecost and Lent. 
• Maintain a strong worship experience virtually on Sundays and on Facebook at 7 am.  
• Develop a wise financial budget.  

 
 

My oath to PUMC is that as an Ordained Elder, and your Pastor, I will seek to fulfill my fourfold ministry of 
Word, Sacrament, Order, and Service.  By God’s grace, I will seek to witness and be in the service of 
Christ's love and justice. I will preach and teach the Word, provide pastoral care and counsel, administer 
the sacraments, and order the life of the church for service in mission and ministry. 
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Membership Report and Remembering our Saints 
Membership Secretary Report for Church Council, November 2020 
 
New Members 

• We welcome Emma Munroe to the PUMC family – August 4, 2020 
• We welcome Jeff & Jessica Hipp to the PUMC family – August 23, 2020 

Member as Result of Transfer 
• We welcome Russell & Justine Gaskamp to the PUMC family – November 27, 2019 
• We welcome Scott Dakota Johnson to the PUMC family – April 8, 2020 

Baptisms 
• Ethan Charles Munroe – Baptized August 16, 2020 
• Elias Quentin Hipp – Baptized August 23, 2020 

Deaths (Members) 
• Bob Johnson – Died January 18, 2020 
• Randy Bemis – Died April 4, 2020 
• John Bemis – Died August 26, 2020 

We bring up the following names to delete from our member roles: 
For the first year: 

• Laura Nerz – Withdrew membership (moved) - January 22, 2020 
• Gail & Ernie Hoffmann (transferred to Hancock Congregational Church) – February 2, 2020 

For the second year: 
• Liz Welty 

 
Membership currently stands at: 104 
Submitted, 
Justine Gaskamp 
Membership Secretary 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------ 

Average weekly attendance (AWA) = 77  
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Notes 
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