
 

November 20, 2021 
10am via Zoom 

Presider Rev Taesung Kang 
Participant Guide 



HOLY CONFERENCING IN OUR CHURCHES 

GATHERING REFLECTION FOR BELOVED 

COMMUNITY 

If I do forget, if I do not faithfully remember those bleeding children of sorrow this day, 

“may my right hand forget her cunning, and may my tongue cleave to the roof of my 

mouth!” To forget them, to pass lightly over their wrongs, and to chime in with the 

popular theme,  

would be treason most scandalous and shocking,  

and would make me a reproach before God and the world. 

--from “What to the slave is the 4th of July?” by Frederick Douglass, 1852  

CALL TO HOLY CONFERENCING AS BELOVED COMMUNITY 

SCRIPTURAL CALL 

             Psalm 137.1-6     -NIV, adapted and 

augmented 

Presider: By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept 

     when we remembered Zion. 

People: We remember our home. 

Presider: There on the poplars 

we hung our harps, 

for there our captors asked us for songs, 

our tormentors demanded songs of joy; 

they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 

People: How can we sing? 

Presider: How can we sing the songs of God 

while in a foreign land?  

If I forget you, Jerusalem, 

may my right hand forget its skill. 

May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth 

if I do not remember you, 

if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy. 

People: May we never forget the world’s greatest suffering and highest joy.   

May our songs for God never be forced or silenced. 

SONG FOR GOD 

‘By the Streams of Babylon’ 

Suggested tune: DIX (“For the Beauty of the Earth”) 

By the streams of Babylon we sit weeping bitter tears. 

Here so many hopes are gone; now we’re filled with countless fears. 

Yet, O God, you tell us: “Rise! See the world through faith-filled eyes!” 
 



We will rise and seek your way, knowing love will one day win. 

We won’t let fear rule the day; we will welcome strangers in. 

Every day, we’ll seek and find countless ways to be more kind. 

   

Presider: In the spirit of beloved community, I hereby call the Church Conference of 

Peterborough United Methodist Church into session and ask for your 

response. 
 

People: We are here as a United Methodist community of God to account for 

our ministries, to order our life together, and to resolve that in the year 

ahead we will answer the call of Jesus Christ to his disciples, leading 

this church into active ministries of love, truth, and justice. 
  

Presider: Knowing that we are all called to ministry of beloved community together, 

lay and clergy alike, let us enter into the business of your Church 

Conference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORK FOR GOD’S BELOVED COMMUNITY 

1. Vote to authorize virtual meeting (when applicable) 

We move that those who are authorized to participate in the church conference 

of Peterborough United Methodist Church on November 20, 2021 hereby agree 

that we consent to proceed with a virtual meeting using remote technology, and 

consent that all of our decisions are in accordance with the Constitution of The 

United Methodist Church (Division Two, Section VI, Article II (¶ 33) and with 

the laws of the church, and are therefore legal and binding actions of the 

conference.   



 

2. Election of Secretary  

3. Recording attendance 

4. Approval of Minutes of 2020 Church Conference 

5. Approval of Audit/Fund Balance Report from 2020 

6. Trustee Report  

a. Has the congregation received any bequests from a will? Bequests from wills 

that have been received since the last Church Conference must be accepted by 

vote. 

b. Has the congregation used any capital/principle from investments/endowments for 

operating expenses this year? If so, for what purposes and how much? 

c. Has the congregation spent any funds realized from the sale of a parsonage? If 

so, for what purpose and how much? Was this done with permission from the 

DS? 

7. Staff / Pastor Parish Relations Report 

Approval of Compensation for Pastor and Other Staff Appointed by the Bishop 

8. Finance Report 

Update on Year-to-Date Finances and Approval of 2022 Budget if prepared 

9. Lay Leadership / Nominations Report 

Election of Church Leaders and Trustees 

10. Lay Servants / Lay Speakers / Certified Lay Ministers Reports 

Approval and reaffirmation of any in these categories 

11.  Candidates Reports 

a. Reaffirmation of Candidates for Ministry 

b. Examination and Paper Ballot Vote for any New Candidate for Ministry    

c. Examination and Recommendation of Candidates for Church Related Vocations 

12.  Clergy Reports 

a. Retired Minister(s) Report 

b. Extension Minister(s) Report 

c. Pastor(s) Report 

13.  Membership Report and Remembering our Saints 

14.  Other business and prayers for the people 

  



TABLE FELLOWSHIP IN BELOVED COMMUNITY 

SONG FOR GOD 

‘By the Streams of Babylon’ 

We will pray for those who lead even as we take a stand. 

We will rise with those in need, seeking justice in the land. 

We will learn and listen well from the truth that others tell. 

Presider:   The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Presider: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Presider: You are true to who you are and reveal to us the glories of your presence. 

You are a God of love, who speaks against oppression and injustice. 

You are a God of grace,  

who asks us to forgive those who are blind to their privilege, 

even as you invite the world to learn from you. 

You are the Creator God,  

who weaves the beauty of diversity into something fresh and new- 

the garment of understanding and wonder. 
 

You call us to follow you out of the familiar and comfortable and to live by 

faith, 

calling upon your holy name and trusting in the power of your grace. 
 

You invite us to be like Jonah and preach your word in Nineveh, 

bringing salvation to our historical oppressors. 

You move our hearts to say with Ruth; 

“Wherever you live, that is where I will now live. You will be family.  

Your God will be mine. I will even die for you, buried next to you.” 
 

Because you show your mercy to every nation and people upon the earth; 

because you speak every language and delight in every culture; 

we join in your praise with all the earth. 

Because you have embraced people from every continent,  

and have walked with all our ancestors; 

because we have continued to hear your praise  

even in forgotten languages that are sung around your throne;  

we join in endless praise, saying: 
 



People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Presider: You are holy; and Jesus is Immanuel, God with us. 

Leaving all that was familiar in heaven, 

Jesus was born into the people and culture of Israel. 

Jesus was taught the language and the traditions of his family. 

Jesus worshiped in the temple in Jerusalem. 

Jesus came first to the lost sheep of Israel, people of his race, people of his 

culture. 

Jesus also shared your grace with Roman oppressors, who lynched his 

people. 

Jesus entered into deep theological discussions with a Samaritan woman, 

breaking cultural taboos and stereotypes. 

Jesus responded to the needs of a Syro-Phoenician woman, 

going against the deeply ingrained prejudices that his society had taught 

him. 

Jesus realized that you, O God, love the world so much 

that you wanted everyone to believe, even if it meant personal sacrifice. 
 

When culture dictated that the least important were consigned to wash feet, 

Jesus broke with social convention, left the seat of honor, took off his robe, 

and with a towel and basin in his hands, 

knelt and washed the feet of the one who would betray him; 

washed the feet of the one who would deny him not once but three times; 

and washed the feet of those who would desert him to save their own lives. 

Jesus invites us to do the same. 
 

As an expression of culture, 

Jesus took the bread, remembered the historical struggles of his people, 

and shared it with everyone, saying: 

“Take, eat, this is my body given for you.” 
 

As an expression of culture, 

Jesus took the cup, remembered the historical struggles of his people, 

and shared it with everyone, saying: 

“Drink with me all of you, for this is my blood poured out as a witness 

to the divine covenant of forgiveness with you and the whole world.” 
 

Out of specific culture Jesus worked cross-culturally  



to bring salvation to the whole world. 

Jesus came not just to save his own people but all people. 

Jesus came not just to save his own economic class but those of any class. 

Jesus came not just to save those of his own gender identity,  

but those of every gender identity. 
 

We have testified that this mystery of salvation found in Jesus Christ is for 

all, when we say: 
 

People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Presider: Cross-cultural Dancer, Wind of Change, 

use these simple gifts of bread and juice from the vine 

to become for us the body and blood of Christ, 

source of your transforming power. 
 

Cross-cultural Dancer, Wind of Change, 

use the simple gift of our lives, our culture, our faithfulness, and our 

dreams 

to become for the world, the church:  

the authentic body and devoted partner of Christ, 

source of your transforming power. 
 

Cross-cultural Dancer, Wind of Change, 

be with all those called to cross the social boundaries of race and culture 

to boldly go where only your grace could send them. 

Give them the courage to accept your challenge  

to pick up their cross and follow you. 
 

Use their faithfulness to set the captives free, 

to restore sight to the blind, 

to liberate the oppressed, 

and to share the good news of the availability of your grace to all. 
 

Be blessed by the presence of Christ. 

Be blessed by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Be blessed by the creativity of the Divine Inspiration, 

who will continually receive all our glory, thanks, and praise. 
 

People: Amen. 
 

Presider: Now as those called and empowered by God, let us join with Christ in 

prayer: 
 



People: Our Father* in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom** come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom**, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen.           *or Mother/Parent   

**or kin-dom 

BREAKING BREAD AND SHARING CUP 

SONG FOR GOD 

‘By the Streams of Babylon’ 

By your grace, we’ll rise above even in this troubled hour. 

Where there’s hate, we’ll choose to love; we will speak your truth to power. 

With the poor and refugee we will build community. 
 

We will rise and work for peace; we will treasure your good earth. 

We will march, that wars may cease; we’ll see every person’s worth. 

God, now give us faith-filled lives as we heed your call and rise 

GOING FORTH IN LOVE 

FORMAL MOTION TO ADJOURN THE CHURCH CONFERENCE 

Presider:  As our time together comes to an end, I declare this Church Conference 

adjourned. 

COMMISSION 

                                   Colossians 3.16-17      -The Message, 

alt. 

Presider: Let the peace of Christ keep you in tune with each other, in step with each 

other…. Cultivate thankfulness. Let the Word of Christ—the Message—

have the run of the house. Give it plenty of room in your lives. Instruct and 

direct one another using good common sense. And sing, sing your hearts 

out to God! Let every detail in your lives—words, actions, whatever—be 

done in the name of Jesus, thanking God every step of the way. 

OUR WORSHIP IS OVER. OUR SERVICE BEGINS.  
 

 

 



The GATHERING REFLECTION is from Frederick Douglass’s speech entitled ‘What to the slave is the Fourth 

of July?’ from Oration, Delivered in Corinthian Hall, Rochester on July 5, 1852 (Rochester: Lee, Mann & Co., 

1852). 
 

The SONG OF GOD is written by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Copyright © 2016. All rights reserved.  
 

The COMMUNION LITURGY is a Great Thanksgiving Celebrating Cultural Diversity (Authenticity) written 

by Rev. Mary Johnson and adapted for our church conferences.  This liturgy can be found at  

r-squared.squarespace.com/library/great-thanksgiving-communion-liturgy-celebrating-cultural-diversity. 
 

The LORD’S PRAYER is the Ecumenical Text, adapted, that can be found in the United Methodist Hymnal 

#894. 
 

This document was assembled by Rev. Jill Colley Robinson, Superintendent for the Green Mountain District and Dean of 

the Cabinet.  
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2020 PUMC Church Conference 

convened at 7:00pm on 10 Nov 2020 via Zoom 
attendance: 16 + Pastor Kathleene Card + Rev. Frost (representing NH District) attendees: 
Melissa French, Bruce Batten, Hiel & Susan Lindquist, Carol Owen, Jim Poplin, Linda &  
Andy Wallenstein, Cindy Faust, Sue Norton-Poplin, Phyllis Porter, Deb Batten, Laura Constantine, 
Justine Gaskamp, Greg Robidoux, Ken Constantine 

Rev. Frost introduced herself and shared some quotes plus music plus video clips with spoken 
insights. Then we all shared in a joint reading. 

Business: (with numbering not quite in synch with that of Rev Frost's outline) 
1. Nomination of Ken Constantine as secretary: MSP unanimously 

2. Approval of minutes from 2019 conference: MSP unanimously 

3. Approval of audit/fund balance report from 2019: MSP unanimously 

4. Trustee Report 

a) Any bequests? 

MSP (unanimously) to accept the bequest. 
b) Any capital used? no 

c) Any proceeds from parsonage sale? no 

5. SPRC report: MSP (unanimously) to approve salary/compensation package for the pastor 

6. Finance report as in packet 

Financial secretary's comment: regular giving on par with last year. 
7. Lay Leadership/Nominations Report 

MSP (unanimously) to approve slate as presented. 
Bruce: one correction is to Pastor Kathleene's phone number. 

8. Lay servants/lay speakers/certified lay ministers 

a) Jim Poplin – gave a report on his work 

b) AndyWallenstein – also reported 

9. Candidates' reports – none this year 

10. Clergy reports 

a) retired minister reports - none 

b) extension minister(s) report -none 

c) pastor's report with membership report 

Pastor Kathleene especially complimented Hiel & Susan's work for online services.  
Bruce has also worked very hard, e.g. on deep cleaning.  Sue Poplin does 
congregational care.  Melissa French is assistant extraordinaire.  Laura and Greg's 
work on finance was mentioned.   

Hiel especially complimented speakers who've filled in for Pastor Kathleene as needed. 

Susan expressed special gratitude for outdoor worship. 
Andy Wallenstein expressed thanks for our burgeoning ministry to 

youth. 11. Membership 
Justine's report is in the packet.  Several members were added and baptisms done. 
Deaths: 4 with memories shared 

12. Other business or additional remarks 

13. Prayer: 



a) Justine's request: prayer for Russell as valued mentor to football players at FPU 

b) Carol: Andy Dunbar who had knee surgery today 

c) Bruce: for civic unity in our country 

d) Andy Card's continued recovery 

e) Rev. Frost offered prayer. 

14. Question posed by Rev Frost: What new things is God doing? 
a) Hiel) contacts, via online ministries, to people around the globe 

b) time did not permit other answers 

Communion Service then commenced. 

Rev. Frost adjourned the meeting at 8:10pm and bid us well. 

respectfully submitted 
Ken Constantine, meeting secretary 



 



 



Report of the Trustees for the 
2021 Annual Church Conference 

 
1. The Congregation of Peterborough UMC has not received any bequests from a will since the last 

Church Conference. 
 

2. The Congregation of Peterborough UMC has not used any capital for operating expenses from 
investments and/or endowments this year. 
 

3. The Congregation of Peterborough UMC has not spent any funds that were realized from the sale 
of the Parsonage 
 

4. Due to the COVID Pandemic the activities of the Trustees have been limited this past year.  The 
church building has been closed for most of the year and normal maintenance has been 
performed.  The Trustees approved the plan for the new technology system as presented by the 
Technology Committee.  The plan was then moved to a special Church Conference for action.  The 
Trustees arranged for the financing of the technology project. The Trustees have also spent time 
this past year dealing with plumbing and sump pump issues at the Church and the Wesley House. 
Water continues to be an issue in both buildings. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Bruce W. Batten 
Trustees Chair 
September 25, 2021  





  



[Finance Report GCFA] 
(will be sent later)  



PUMC Committees 2022 
 

Lay Leader: [TBD]
Lay Member to the Annual Conference: [Lay Leader] 

 
Nominations: 

Chair: Pastor 
Lay Leader: [] 
Laura Constantine 

Priscilla Crowe 
Hiel Lindquist  
Greg Robidoux 

 
Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC): 

Pastor 
Chair: Ken Constantine  (2022) 
Lay Leader: [] 
 

Cindy Faust     
Carol Owen     
Dr Phyllis Porter    
Andrew Wallenstein    

 
Board of Trustees: 

Chair: Bruce Batten  
Ken Constantine   
Charlie Derby    (2023) 
Wendy Dunning    

Russell Gaskamp   (2023) 
Pat Woodward    
Ron Crowe  (Honorary Trustee) 

 
Finance Committee: 

Pastor 
Chair: Richard Clason Sr   
Representative from SPRC: 
Financial Secretary:  
Laura Constantine  

Treasurer: Greg Robidoux 
Assistant to the Treasurer: Jessica Hipp  
Lay Leader: [] 
Representative from Trustees: OPEN 
Ad Council Chair: Heil Lindquist

 
Worship Committee: 

Chair: Jim Poplin    
Organist: Gene Brochu 
Liturgist Coordinator: [] 
Floral Coordinator: Amy Clason-Gilmet 

Choir Director: Wendy Dunning 
Usher Coordinator: Andrew Dunbar 
Altar Coordinator: (Communion) 
Ken Constantine

 
Missions Committee: 

Chair: Justine Gaskamp 
Laura Constantine 
Kelly Keenan 
Hiel Lindquist  
Susan Lindquist  

Christine Robidoux 
Andrew Wallenstein 
Linda Wallenstein 
Other members (open committee) 

 
  



Church/Administrative Council: 
Pastor 
Chair: Hiel Lindquist    
Ad Co Secretary: Ken Constantine 
SPRC Chair: Ken Constantine 
Finance Chair: Richard Clason Sr 
Missions Committee Chair:  
Hiel Lindquist 

Worship Committee Chair:  
Jim Poplin  

Membership Secretary: Justine Gaskamp 
Sunday School Superintendent:  
Linda Wallenstein 

Lay Leader: [] 
Trustee Chair: Bruce Batten 
President of UMW: OPEN 
Treasurer: Greg Robidoux 
Small Group Coordinator: Andrew 
Wallenstein 

Member at Large: Priscilla Crowe 
Member at Large: [open] 
Youth Representative: Michael Robidoux 
Education Committee: Linda Wallenstein

 
Christian Education: 

Education Committee Chair:  Linda Wallenstein (2023)

Sunday School Superintendent: Linda Wallenstein 

Youth Sunday School Coordinator: []  

Children’s Ministries: Susan Campbell-Halley 

 
Congregational Care Team: 

Sue Poplin (Coordinator) 
Richard Clason (Grief Coordinator) 
Kelly Molloy (Food Tree) 
Linda Wallenstein (Transportation) 
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Final Clergy Report/Kathleene Card 
For Church Conference and October Administrative Council meeting 

Peterborough United Methodist Church Conference 
October 12, 2021 

Philippians 4.8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about 
such things. 

 
As I prepare to retire, starting on November 1, 2021, I want to say that serving at Peterborough United 

Methodist Church as my last appointment (and as a Retired Elder in Full Connection from the Virginia 
Annual Conference), has been amazing. Your leadership team, your follow through, and your 
commitment to helping people share the Good News of Jesus Christ is inspiring. Thank you all for your 
love, support, and even corrections at times.  

The next pastor is in for a treat—please embrace her, him, them—as you embraced me. We are not 
competitors; we are all partners in this journey of faith. 

1. Provide enriching and empowering worship and offer weekday Bible Study to nurture and 
equip leadership. 

• January to June our Worship was online thanks to Hiel and his team. Starting in the summer, we 
began meeting in the Sanctuary with strong precautions to prevent spreading Covid. The reopening 
Committee, led by Laura Constantine, was outstanding. So far, we have not had any infections from 
worship. (See the report by the reopening committee.) 

• Concurrently Children’s Sunday School was managed by sending lessons through the mail, and 
recently a few children have been attending in person separate from the worshipers. (See education 
report.)  

• We held two outdoor services at the Cathedral of the Pines. 
• A huge thank you to Linda Wallenstein who called every student during the pandemic, and to Susan 

Campbell-Halley who designs the lessons and sends them out. 
• Ken Constantine led our Lenten Study.  
• Kathleene has been leading the Grand Sweep 6 mornings a week on Facebook and Melissa puts it on 

our Web Page for those who do not use Facebook. 
• The Tech committee collaborated with a provider to upgrade our sound system and our ability to 

keep our services online.  
• Returning to in-house church worship has been slow—about half the community has come back—but 

some are still wary and choose to participate from home. 
• We paid all our employees during the pandemic, and our nursery attendant is now helping Linda in 

the Sunday School. (Linda needs more help.) 
• Our summer college intern returned and preached two sermons and helped while I was on leave. 
• Melissa French has provided vital support to both the Pastor and the Committees. She is a big part of 

our success through her attention to the details and managing our digital footprint. 
• The worship committee under the leadership of Susan Lindquist at first and then Jim Poplin does a 

huge job of making sure the people in church and watching from home have the information they 
need. 

2. Continue current outreach and explore other options for congregational involvement.  
• All outreach has been remote. We had Sunrise Service with All Saints at the Cathedral of the Pines and 

we had visitors at our Homecoming service at Cathedral of the Pines.  
• Our food donations have been excellent. 
• Small groups like Book Group, Hundred Nights, and Providing Back Packs for School Kids, continues.  
3. Develop Pastoral visibility in the communities as well as greater church awareness/presence 

in the area. 
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• I am a member of both Chambers of Commerce (Keene-Peterborough Chamber and the Jaffrey) and 
am a member of Rotary, as well as being a Trustee at the Cathedral of the Pines.  

o Two Rotarians attended when Russell Gaskamp preached and more watched online.  
• I served on 3 committees for the District, and I have attended all of the required classes for ministers 

remotely. 
4. Help the church develop a strong stewardship program to support a balanced budget and pay 

100% of Mission Shares. 
• All pledges are current, and all mission shares to the Conference are up to date. 
• This year we raised $750 from my Facebook Birthday Challenge and Andy matched it. (This is not 

from pledges or general collection, but from my Facebook). This enables us to support a summer 
intern and put aside money for Children’s Ministries and an Alternative Service. 

Education.  
• Lenten Study and The Grand Sweep mentioned above were/are still successful. 
• Christian Education Committee is in place.  
• The Children’s ministries consultant has expanded her reach to include “tweens.”  

Worship. 
• The Screens for the sanctuary are on order. 
• The consultants for the technological Equipment will be on call if needed for help. 
• We have hired a person to help once a month with making sure the worship service is available on 

YouTube. This will help Hiel get time off. 
• I enjoyed officiating at my Granddaughter’s wedding. 
• Thank you for allowing me to have vacation time this summer.  
• Thank you to Rev. Pierce and Arnie Johnson for conducting weddings and funerals during the 

summer. 
• Thank you to Rev. Dr. James Pierce for preaching this summer, too.  
• Thank you to all who help at both PUMC and West Rindge: Michael, Susan, Arnie, Jim, Russel, Andrew 

Wallenstein, Phyllis (during Lent). Hope I did not miss anyone. (If I did, let me know.) 
Membership Development 
• Justine Gaskamp is membership secretary. 
• New members include the following: Sue and Jim Kostuk, Jessica, Jeff and Eli, Hipp (We baptized Eli, 

and his sister Miriam attends Sunday School.)  
• Ellen and Charlie will join on the 17th of October. 
• This Saturday at 11 am we will have a memorial service to celebrate Ellen Dunbar’s life in the 

Sanctuary. 
• Nominations is preparing a slate for election of Committee Chairs for the 2022 Church Council. 
• We need a Lay Leader—if anyone interested—talk to anyone on the Nominating Committee.  
• Otherwise, we will leave it blank for the next pastor to choose. 
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By God’s Grace, I predict PUMC will continue to work as a team to accomplish the following:  
• Celebrate the liturgical year, especially Advent, Lent, and Pentecost. 

o An Advent Study is available for 2021. 
o Ellen Derby may be offering these classes in the church and with Zoom. 

▪ If so, Hiel will set up the Zoom capabilities. 
• Maintain a strong worship experience in person and online for Sundays. 
• Even though I am retiring, I will complete the Grand Sweep Classes through December.  
• Develop a wise financial budget.  
• Embrace new leadership and thrive. 
 
I hope I fulfilled my oath to PUMC as an Ordained Elder. 
I always sought to fulfill my fourfold ministry of Word, Sacrament, Order, and Service.  
By God’s grace, I wanted to be a witness and in the service of Christ's love and justice.  

• My goal was to preach and teach the Word,  
• provide pastoral care and counsel,  
• administer the sacraments,  
• and order the life of the church for service in mission and ministry. 

 
May God bless you and keep you. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Kathleene Card 
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Interim Pastor Announced 
 
This announcement is an important report from your Staff Parish Relations Committee.   
 
The District Superintendent met with us yesterday afternoon to tell us that our Bishop has appointed 
an interim pastor to serve our church from December 1 through June 30, 2022.   
 
Our interim pastor will be Todd Layton who has been a bi-vocational pastor at Marlow UMC for more 
than 3 years.  Pastor Todd lives in Manchester with his son and also works as a hospital software 
troubleshooter. 
 
Todd is assigned to serve PUMC as ¼ time interim pastor with his duties being preaching and critical 
pastoral counseling. 
 
In order to make this shared ministry arrangement (with Marlow UMC) work, the DS asks that we 
change our Sunday worship time to 11am from Dec 5 through the end of June. 
 
There will be other details to be worked out and our flexibility will be crucial to the continued 
momentum of our ministry at PUMC.  Please share any concerns and creative ideas with the 
committee.  (Phyllis, Carol, Andy, Susan, Cindy, & Ken)   
 
Most of all, be thinking and praying about how God can use Pastor Todd and our entire congregation 
to write a new chapter of PUMC's ministry in the upcoming months. 
 
Ken Constantine, current SPRC chair 

  



Church Conferences 2021 Participants Guide PUMC November 20, 2021 27 

Membership Secretary Report for Church Council, November 2021 
New Members 

• We welcome Andy Card – May 11, 2021 (Profession of Faith) 
• We welcome Charles & Ellen Derby – October 17, 2021 

Member as Result of Transfer 
• We welcome Jim & Sue Kostuk to the PUMC family – May 16, 2021 

Baptisms 
Deaths (Members) 

• David Bemis – October 27, 2020 
• Ernie Hoffman – November 30, 2020 
• Lucy Benton – December 29, 2020 
• Tom Descoteaux – January 28, 2021 
• Gloria Lodge – April 3, 2021 

We bring up the following names to delete from our member roles: 
None 
 
Membership currently stands at: 106 
Submitted, 
Justine Gaskamp 
Membership Secretary 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---- 
Average weekly attendance (AWA) = 39 (27 in-person, 51 online) 
(10/1/20-10/1/21) 
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Education Annual Report 
 
Sunday school reopened when the church reopened with average attendance 3 to 5 children ages 3yrs to 
13 yrs.  Linda Wallenstein is the Sunday school teacher with Kerry Mckeen her assistant and assistance 
from church members as needed. Susan Campbell Halley organizes the Sundays School lessons and crafts.  
She mailed Sunday school lessons and crafts weekly to all the Sunday school children until the church 
reopened. Now she mails lessons and craft monthly to those children who have not been able to return to 
church.  Linda Wallenstein continues to call every week or two those children who are not able to come 
back to the church Sunday school. An Easter egg hunt/party was help in Linda and Andy's back yard and 
a Halloween party Trunk or Treat is planned for the end of Oct. 
Reverend Kathleene Card has a morning study of the Grand Sweep by J.Ellsworth Kalas. It goes through 
the Bible in one year.  I currently am going through this study and I love it and have learned so much from 
it.  What a blessing!  Thank you Kathleene. During Lent Ken Constantine also did a bible study on 
Delighting in the Trinity and it was also a blessing thank you Ken.  The blessings don't stop. 
This has been a challenging year with all of our zoom gatherings and now learning how to reopen the 
church with safety and joy of worshipping together again.  Thank you Lord and thank you all my brothers 
and sisters of PUMC.  Blessings Linda Wallenstein 
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Sunday School Fall Update/Annual Report 

Susan Campbell-Halley 

September 23, 2021 

This year has seen many changes to the way we gather, worship and stay connected as a church 
community. This has been no different for the children of our congregation as well. The Sunday School 
was able to reopen for in-person classes in June and continues as of now. A huge thank you to Linda and 
Kerry for running this program through the summer. 

● Sunday School Teachers/Volunteers: 

○ Linda and Kerry have been consistent teachers this summer in the Sunday 
School. With lower attendance they have been able to combine the Sunday School class 
with the toddler group by keeping the doors open in between the two rooms. In-person 
attendance has consisted of 5 different families, 9-10 children total, ages 3-12. Sunday 
attendance has ranged from 0-6. In the coming weeks the attendance is expected to 
increase as more families think about coming back. 
○ It has been discussed that the Sunday School should be divided into more age 
appropriate groups. This would allow the children and youth to get the most out of the 
curriculum and class discussions in an appropriate way. With lower attendance across the 
age groups including teachers and volunteers, this new format has not been able to be put 
into practice yet. This will be an ongoing area of problem solving. As always we could use 
more volunteers to teach or assist on Sunday mornings. 

● Curriculum: 

○ We finished our summer curriculum, The Quest by Beth Moore. The Quest was geared 

towards bringing children closer to God. 

○ We started the school year using Words of Life by Adam Hamilton. This curriculum 
focuses on “Jesus and the promise of the ten commandments today.” 

○ The advent curriculum we have chosen is The Heart That Grew Three Sizes: 
Finding Faith in the Story of The Grinch”. The children will explore the story of 

The Grinch in a deeper way, relating it to the true meaning of Christmas 
(without packages, ribbons, and bows.) 
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● Safe Sanctuaries/Safe Zone Training: 

○ Safe Sanctuaries training is required for anyone working with the children and youth in our 

congregation. It is a policy that has been adapted by churches to keep both children and the 

adults working with them safe. I have spent the summer learning and reviewing Safe 

Sanctuaries and PUMC’s policy. I have put together a presentation using this information to 

train those in our congregation who work with or plan to work with our youth. Training 

dates will be coordinated soon. 

○ The Safe Zone Project offers a free 2-hour curriculum that “are opportunities to learn 
about LGBTQ+ identities, gender and sexuality, and examine prejudice, assumptions, and 
privilege.” The goal is for all of our youth to feel welcome, safe, respected and supported. 
This will be offered after the Safe Sanctuaries training takes place. It is optional, but 
encouraged for anyone working with our youth. 

● Children’s Library: 

○ Jasper began plans for a children’s library at the church almost two years ago now. He was 

finally ready to put it together having received Rev. Card’s go ahead. He named his library 

L.😍L. for Love Of Literature. He felt like this would interest other kids. We had an 

opportunity to travel to a giant book sale this winter and he filled a big box of all different 

kinds of books (all appropriate) to create the library. He has now also had donations from 

others in the congregation. His goal for this library is simple: to share his love of books and 

reading with others. He wants other kids to borrow the books whenever they want and if 

they just absolutely love it, they can keep it. 

○ As we have not been attending in-person, we are brainstorming a way to help promote it. 

● Sunday School “Hybrid” Format: 

○ It has been decided to begin sending Sunday School packets out to children and their 

families who are not able to attend in person right now. This will be done monthly and will 

focus on a simple lesson/idea and activity/craft. The first mailing will be done by the end of 

September. 

○ Linda has also reinstated weekly communication by phone with the children and families 
who are not able to attend in person. This is important in order to keep our children 
connected with the church. 
○ As of now the number of families who will receive packets by mail is 4, 9 children total. 

● Budget Proposal 2022: 

○ See separate document attached. I used last year’s budget as it seemed appropriate. As this 

is the first time I have done a budget, I expect and appreciate corrections.  
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Peterborough UMC Worship Committee Annual Report  
  

The Peterborough United Methodist Church (PUMC) Worship Committee comprehensively supported 
worship activities during the year. Rev. Kathleene Card has provided inspiring leadership and spiritual 
guidance to the committee as we struggled to pull the services together through a devastating pandemic.   
  
Amy Clason-Gilmet and Susan Lindquist did a superior job of keeping the Altar arrangements for services. 
Jenny Pierce and Susan Lindquist provided Children’s messages for many of the weeks we were not able 
to open the church to in-person worship. Ken Constantine pulled together the Joys submitted by 
congregants which we share at the end of our services. Many members supported liturgy readings during 
services throughout year. Church organist, Gene Brochu, provided exquisite playing during in-person 
services and through pre-recorded videos of hymns when in-person services were not possible, such as, 
his participation in the Tenebrae Maundy Thursday service.  
  

During the Winter and early Spring months, we could not hold in-person worship services, but the church 
continued to offer services through a YouTube channel. This was enabled through the selfless efforts of 
Hiel Lindquist and Ken Constantine. They enabled services to be recorded and prepared for livestream 
broadcast each Sunday morning. Special services were recorded for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter Sunday.  
Many congregants contributed to these services, i.e., Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday. A special Easter Sunrise Service was held with the inclusion of clergy from All Saints Church 
for both congregations at The Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge NH. The service was recorded and 
broadcast over our YouTube later that morning.   
  

This Winter, the church formed a technology committee to determine what was needed to improve our 
livestream capabilities and in-person services. The team connected with a skilled audio/visual (A/V) 
installation and integration team who evaluated church facilities. The A/V Team pulled together technical 
proposals to provide range of equipment and systems that would improve PUMC capabilities now and in 
the future for both livestream and in-person worship experiences.   
  

The technology committee evaluated the proposals during the Spring and determined which set of 
capabilities would be needed. PUMC membership held a special Church Conference to review and 
consider the proposal selected by the Technical Team. The church approved the purchase of the upgrade 
sound system and video equipment. It also approved upgrades to our electrical service. The equipment 
was installed this summer except for two wide screen video systems which have had availability issues. 
Similar equipment is being sourced for installation by the end of October.  
 

During the year the church has had to innovate how to conduct service activities during the pandemic. 
For example, we have resorted to using communion cups providing wafers and grape juice in individual 
serving containers. The items allow distribution of communion elements either by individuals picking 
them up at the church for use at home or obtaining them during communion Sunday services. This keeps 
handling to a minimum and is more efficient in providing the elements during in-person services. For Ash 
Wednesday service the church provided kits for worshipers to use at home as we celebrated the initiation 
of the Lenten season while viewing the service on YouTube.  
  

The church established a re-opening committee to assess the risks of conducting inperson services and 
the tasks that needed to be done to ensure the safety of all participants. In May of 2021 in-person 
services began. Masks and social distancing were required as well as controlled entry and exit points 
were established. Hand sanitizers, masks, and cleaning supplies were acquired to support attendee 
needs. As the disease eased off during the months of late Spring and early summer, rules were relaxed 
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to improve the worship experience. Singing was allowed to return to services for a period until the 
Covid 19 Delta Variant became active in our area. At that time masks were required by all attendees. 
The re-opening committee has been diligent in sourcing information pertinent to our area to ensure 
congregants were allowed to worship in a safe environment.   
  
Each fall we celebrate Homecoming for the beginning of the new school year and a welcoming of 
members returning from vacations. This year the service was held at The Cathedral of the Pines in the 
open-air worship facility. The highlight of the service was a quartet organized by Ken Constantine which 
sang a beautiful hymn during the service. They were supported superbly by our organist Gene Brochu 
using his electronic keyboard. Thirty-eight individuals attended and it was recorded and rebroadcast on 
YouTube.  
  
The services of PUMC have been well received by our community and we are seeing significant results 
from our livestream efforts. Church attendance normally averages about 25 individuals with another 30 
views on-line. This conservatively results in about 70 souls viewing and/or participating in services each 
week.   
  

Respectfully  
  

Jim Poplin  
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2021 Annual PUMC New England Conference - Impressions   
 
The New England Conference took place Thursday through Saturday - June 10th -12th. The overarching 
theme of ‘Building Beloved Community’ was reflected through the messages, music and prayers of the 
clergy and laity participants.   
Preparations for the conference business sessions began weeks before the conference began, as voting 
members needed to familiarize themselves with on-line procedures for listening, asking questions about 
and logging in to vote on business motions . The conference had a tech company contracted to help run 
the tech end of voting and controlling the speaking links for folks to get on camera to contribute to the 
overall audience discussion. This was sometimes really unwieldy, as some issues discussed created a 
swell of folks wanting to get in on discussion. Bishop Devadhar and John Blackadar served to lead and 
transcribe all the details of the conference articles, discussion, voting, and agenda movement.  
As members of the conference gathered together, one important topic that entailed much discussion was 
in regard to the official position of the Methodist church on same sex marriage. Currently, ministers of the 
Methodist church are unable to perform same sex marriages, as the church does not recognize these as 
sacred marriages before God. Three churches of the New England conference decided to officially leave 
the Methodist church in order to gain autonomy, allowing them to perform such marriages. The 
departure of these churches has occurred while the larger Methodist community continues to navigate 
this issue in changing societal times. This topic is sure to arise once again at the General Methodist 
Conference of Bishops in 2022. In 2019 the Bishops at General Conference voted to affirm their stance 
not in support of same sex marriage. Below is further reading for those who are interested in learning 
more about the official position of the Methodist church and how it will potentially be addressed going 
into the future as many have anxiety about the continued unity of the Methodist church.  
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-is-the-churchs-position-on-homosexuality  

The issue of disaffiliation of these three churches due to strong feelings regarding LGBTQ membership in 
the UMC contributed to a large block of time and discussion, as the conference sussed out each church’s 
process of discernment and procedures for pulling back from the UMC to go the community church route. 
There was a significant number of clergy and laity that voiced concern that the entire group of attendees 
could not fully conference with each other about this deep and complex issue. Much time was taken up 
with folks struggling with the protocols of identifying themselves before making their points. There was a 
procedure of identifying oneself by name, church, location, capacity in which one was attending 
(clergy/lay leader, deacon, etc) and identifying pronouns. This was unwieldy and awkward for many, as 
well as time-consuming. Because this disaffiliation issue took so much time, as the conference voted to 
consider each church individually rather than in one overall discussion and vote, other items on the 
business agenda seemed to get short shrift or were put off completely.   
It seems to us that the New England conference and each local church might have been more pro-active in 
scheduling and encouraging education and discussion around the issues of the LGBTQ community and its 
work to be completely included in all aspects of UMC life and leadership. The issue embraces not just 
gender and sexuality issues, but racial, diversity, economic, and leadership issues - all important issues 
that the church has been struggling with.  
The pre-conference written documents were extremely helpful for participants. If one was able to wade 
through the entire agenda, the reports of all the committees, and the messages and documentation from 
the groups seeking disaffiliation, one was pretty well prepared to participate in the discussion and voting 
on conference agenda items.  
Much of the time devoted to conference groups like UMM, UMW, Laity leaders and trainers was, in our 
opinion the highlight of the conference, as the groups discussed and prepared great video productions 
about how the work of the church was being done through all the adaptations we’ve used throughout 
COVID-time. Other highlights of the conference were the prayer services that included beautiful music 
and thoughtful statements by various clergy and lay speakers and the ordination of the 2021 group of 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-is-the-churchs-position-on-homosexuality
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new ministers.  A highlight of laity speaking was the presentation of the winning laity address - Heather 
Jossalyn-Cranson’s of Sudbury MA UMC.  Cranson’s piece was built around the Psalm 137 … how can we 
sing the  
Lord’s song in a strange land? Her address can be found on Youtube. It’s worth a listen.  
Major votes took place on the following over the coarse of the two days of business :  

- vote on changing the conference rules of business and protocols due to the ‘remote nature’ of this 
conference -passed  

- vote to suspend 24 hour wait period before forming the Vision Forward Team referred to in  

Bishop Devedhar’s Episcopal Address - not passed  
- vote to form Vision Forward Team with protocols for choice of members - passed  

- ratifying the maintenance and work protocols for maintaining church held properties that were 
recommended by a conference trustees working group. -passed  

- vote to accept budgetary protocols that involved information presentation, budget process, and 
changes in funding as recommended by a conference budget connectional group - passed  

- pension liability proposal - addressed how churches who opt to disaffiliate will move forward while 
still funding their pension obligations to pastors who have served in the past - passed  

- vote to consider disaffiliation of each church applying to the conference individually - passed  

- vote to ratify disaffiliation of Chebeague Island UMC - Chebeague Island ME— passed  

- vote to ratify disaffiliation of Hope Gateway UMC - Portland ME - passed  

- vote to ratify disaffiliation of Tuttle Road UMC - Cumberland ME - passed  

Additionally, the conference recognized work done by select committees and district groups during the 
year and accepted their reports.  
The full notebook of preparatory literature is in our church office for any and all to review and read 
deeply. Look for a large white three ring binder labelled ‘New England Conference 2021’  
Respectfully submitted,  
Susan Lindquist - Lay Leader delegate to 2021 New England Conference  
Michael Robidoux - Youth Equalization delegate to 2021 New England Conference  
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