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Crossing the Chasm 
 
 

Sunday, September 25, 2022 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Psalm 91:1-6,14-16 Luke 16:19-31 

 
 
 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY: 
Leader: Pastor Thom Demers 
Liturgist: Eno Ogo 
Choir: Wendy Dunning 

Organist: Gene Brochu 
Production: Hiel Lindquist 

 

 
Welcome! If you are a first-time guest please fill out our digital 

welcome card bit.ly/pumcwelcomecard.  

http://bit.ly/pumcwelcomecard


 

~Wiggling is appropriate & welcome. Responsive parts in bold. *Those able are invited to stand in praise. 
 

PRELUDE        Organist 
 

INTROIT        Choir 
  

WELCOME        Pastor 
This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

~*CALL TO WORSHIP Tim Graves on LiturgyBits  Pastor 
L: Come and worship! 
A: We will praise the One between, within, and 

over. 
L: Trust in the One who co-creates the was, the now, and the 

will-be. 
A: Our hope is in the One who creates expansive 

love calling us to do the same. 
L: Follow the One who never breaks covenant. 
A: We follow the One whose extravagant love calls 

us to co-create justice for the oppressed, feed the 
hungry, unlock prisons, and welcome strangers, 
orphans, and widows. 

L: Praise the One whose justice is grace-full and inclusive. 
A: We praise the Spirit that spans the ages. Amen! 
 

BAPTISM Miriam Fox Hipp see insert 
 

~*HYMN     A Mighty Fortress Is Our God UMH 110 
1 A mighty fortress is our God 
A bulwark never failing 
Our helper He amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing 
For still our ancient foe     (continued…) 



 

Doth seek to work us woe 
His craft and power are great 
And armed with cruel hate 
On earth is not his equal (Chorus) 
 
2 Did we in our own strength confide 
Our striving would be losing 
Were not the right man on our side 
The man of God's own choosing 
Dost ask who that may be 
Christ Jesus it is He 
Lord Sabaoth His name 
From age to age the same 
And He must win the battle (Chorus) 
 
3 And though this world 
With devils filled 
Should threaten to undo us 
We will not fear 
For God hath willed 
His truth to triumph through us 
The prince of darkness grim 
We tremble not for him 
His rage we can endure 
For lo his doom is sure 
One little word shall fell him (Chorus) 
 
4 That word above all earthly pow'rs 
No thanks to them abideth          (continued…) 



 

 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
Through Him who with us sideth 
Let goods and kindred go 
This mortal life also 
The body they may kill 
God's truth abideth still 
His kingdom is forever (Chorus) 
 
Chorus:  
A mighty fortress 
A mighty fortress is our God 
A mighty fortress 
A mighty fortress is our God 
 

~*OPENING PRAYER  Book of Worship 1965 Alt   Liturgist 
O God, our Guide and Guardian, you have led us 

apart from the busy world into the quiet of your 
house. 

Grant us grace to worship you in Spirit and in 
truth, to the comfort of our souls and the upbuilding 
of every good purpose and holy desire. 

Enable us to do more perfectly the work to which 
you have called us, that we may not fear the coming 
of night, when we shall resign into your hands the 
tasks which you have committed to us. 

So may we worship you not with our lips at this 
hour, but in word and deed all the days of our lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 



 

~APOSTLES CREED UMH 882    Liturgist 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 
will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* 
church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  *universal 
 
ANTHEM        Choir 
 

~CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
 

JOYS & CONCERNS      Pastor 
Gracious Lord, bless this joy. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER      Pastor 
 

  



 

~THE LORD’S PRAYER UMH 270     Pastor 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us.  
Lead us not in to temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory forever. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE     Psalm 91:1-6,14-16 Pew Bible OT p 518      Liturgist 
You who live in the shelter of the Most High, 
    who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; 
    my God, in whom I trust.” 
For he will deliver you from the snare of the hunter 
    and from the deadly pestilence; 
he will cover you with his pinions, 
    and under his wings you will find refuge; 
    his faithfulness is a shield and defense. 
You will not fear the terror of the night 
    or the arrow that flies by day 
or the pestilence that stalks in darkness 
    or the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
Those who love me, I will deliver; 
    I will protect those who know my name. 
When they call to me, I will answer them; 
    I will be with them in trouble;           (continued…) 



 

 
    I will rescue them and honor them. 
With long life I will satisfy them 
    and show them my salvation.  
 
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 

~*HYMN Give Thanks FWS 2036 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. 
Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because he's given 
Jesus Christ, his Son. 
 
And now, let the weak say, "I am strong;" 
let the poor say, "I am rich," 
because of what the Lord has done for us. 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. 
Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because he's given 
Jesus Christ, his Son. 
 
And now, let the weak say, "I am strong;" 
let the poor say, "I am rich," 
because of what the Lord has done for us. 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart. 
Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because he's given 
Jesus Christ, his Son. 

(continued…) 



 

 
 
And now, let the weak say, "I am strong;" 
let the poor say, "I am rich," 
because of what the Lord has done for us. 
 
Give thanks! 
 

OFFERING Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, and Witness  Liturgist 
 

*DOXOLOGY UMH 95     Liturgist 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
~*PRAYER OF DEDICATION UMCDiscipleship.org, Luke 16:19-31Liturgist 

God of justice and mercy, we come to worship you 
this day as ones who, on the great balance scale of 
your creation, are more like the rich man in the 
Gospel story than we are Lazarus. The parable Jesus 
tells reminds us that the chasm between rich and 
poor is hard to cross in the life to come, but not so 
for us this day, as we strive to see God’s kingdom at 
work in our world. As we offer gifts today, may we 
do so striving to be those blessed to be a blessing. In 
Christ’s holy name, we pray. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE  Luke 16:19-31 Pew Bible NT p 75 Liturgist 
“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen 

and who feasted sumptuously every day.  (continued…) 



 

 
And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 

sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the 
rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 
The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be 
with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, 
where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, 
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip 
the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in 
agony in these flames.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that 
during your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus 
in like manner evil things, but now he is comforted here, and 
you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass 
from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there 
to us.’ He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s 
house—  for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so 
that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ Abraham 
replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen 
to them.’ He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the 
dead goes to them, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do 
not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 
 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 

MESSAGE Crossing the Chasm Pastor Thom Demers 
 

  



 

~*HYMN  God Will Take Care of You UMH 130 
1 Be not dismayed whate'er betide 
God will take care of you 
Beneath His wings of love abide 
God will take care of you (Chorus)          
 
2 Through days of toil when heart doth fail 
God will take care of you 
When dangers fierce your path assail 
God will take care of you (Chorus) 
 
3 All you may need He will provide 
God will take care of you 
Nothing you ask will be denied 
God will take care of you (Chorus) 
 
4 No matter what may be the test 
God will take care of you 
Lean weary one upon His breast 
God will take care of you (Chorus) 
 
Chorus:  
God will take care of you 
Through every day o'er all the way 
He will take care of you 
God will take care of you 
 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL     Pastor 

  



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING:  *all times in Eastern Time 
 

Sun 10a Worship service online or in-person 
Tue-Wed 9a-12 Admin Virtual Office Hours 
Thu 9a-12 Admin In-Office Office Hours 
Wed  5p-8:30 Pastor Thom's Office Hours 
 
Sep 27   Newsletter submissions due 
Sep 28 7p COVID Response Team meeting via Zoom 
 

Oct 15 2p Church Conference via Zoom all welcome 
 

Welcome to Peterborough United Methodist Church! 
 

Join us online or in-person at 10 am on Sunday. 
We are delighted to welcome you to our service.  
Please be aware the ambient mic will pick up on conversations in the 

sanctuary. 
If you use a hearing aid with bluetooth you can connect directly to our 

audio with the Listen Everywhere app on your smartphone. If you 
would like a headset, please see an usher. 

If you are new to PUMC and want us to be contacted, go to  
bit.ly/pumcwelcomecard. We have a weekly email and a monthly 
newsletter. You can sign up on our web site. bit.ly/subscribepumc.  

Pastor Thom can be contacted at pastorthom@peterboroughumc.org. 
COVID Procedures at PUMC: https://bit.ly/pumccovid 
 
Web: www.PeterboroughUMC.org  
Facebook: @PUMCNH 
Instagram:  @PUMCNH  
YouTube: @PeterboroughUMCorgNH 
Email: info@PeterboroughUMC.org  
43 Concord St, Peterborough NH 03458 
(603) 924-4294 
 

FOOD OFFERING: Our next congregational offering will be 
delivered to Greenfield Food Pantry.  

http://www.bit.ly/pumcwelcomecard
http://www.bit.ly/subscribepumc
https://bit.ly/pumccovid
http://www.peterboroughumc.org/
https://bit.ly/pumcfacebook
http://bit.ly/pumcinsta
http://bit.ly/pumcyoutube
mailto:info@PeterboroughUMC.org


 

 

 
 

The Ceremony of Christian Baptism 

Miriam Hipp 
September 25, 2022 

 
Brothers and sisters in Christ: 
Through the Sacrament of Baptism 
we are initiated into Christ's holy Church. 
We are incorporated into God's mighty acts of salvation 
and given new birth through water and the Spirit. 
All this is God's gift, offered to us without price. 
 
Who presents this child to be baptized? 
(Response) 
 
By what name shall this child be baptized? 
(Response) 
 



 

Since the earliest times, the vows of Christian baptism have 
consisted first of the renunciation of all that is evil and then the 
profession of faith and loyalty to Christ.  
As parents and sponsors of Miriam and on behalf of the whole 
Church, I ask you: 
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, 
reject the evil powers of this world, 
and repent of your sin?  
If so please answer, we do. 
(We do) 
 
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you 
to resist evil, injustice, and oppression 
in whatever forms they present themselves?  
If so please answer, we do. 
(We do.) 
 
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, 
put your whole trust in his grace, 
and promise to serve her as your Lord 
in union with the Church which Christ has opened 
to people of all ages, nations, and races?  
If so, please answer, we do. 
(We do.) 
 
Will you nurture this child 
in Christ's holy Church, 
that by your teaching and example she may be guided 
to accept God's grace for herself 
to profess her faith openly, 
and to lead a Christian life?  
If so please answer, we will. 
(We will.) 



 

Will you who sponsor Miriam 
support and encourage her in her Christian life? If so, please 
answer, we will. 
(We will) 
 
(To the congregation.) 
 
Do you, as Christ's body, the Church, 
reaffirm both your rejection of sin 
and your commitment to Christ? If so please answer we do. 
 
We do.  
With God's help we will proclaim the good news  

and live according to the example of Christ. 
We will surround Miriam  

with a community of love and forgiveness,  
that she may grow in her trust of God,  
and be found faithful in her service to others. 

We will pray for her, 
that she may be a true disciple 
who walks in the way that leads to life. 

 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
The Lord be with you. 
And, also, with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
Eternal Father: 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 
to bless this gift of water and Miriam who will receive it, 



 

to wash away sin 
and clothe her in righteousness 
throughout her life, 
that, dying and being raised with Christ, 
she may share in his final victory. 
 
All praise to you, Eternal Father, 

through your Son Jesus Christ, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns for ever. Amen. 

 
Miriam, I baptize you  
in the name of the Father,  
and of The Son  
and of The Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through 
water and the Spirit, 
you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Now it is our joy to welcome our new sister in Christ. Please 
join me in this prayer: 
 
Through baptism 

Miriam is incorporated by the Holy Spirit 
into God's new creation 
and made to share in Christ's royal priesthood. 

We are all one in Christ Jesus. 
With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome Miriam 

as a member of the family of Christ. 
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